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PRESENTATION GOAL: To share our experience as to how we foster an emotional 

connection between students outside the classroom setting, and how we hope to develop 

their character, and acknowledge the qualities of such. Lastly and briefly, to discuss how 

we provide a cultural excursion experience outside of school that allows them to solidify 

the friendships they have, make new friends, and develop trust and respect for everyone.  
 

ADVISING 

Our advising program encourages our boys to communicate openly. At the moment, it 

consists of eight groups of five boys each. The objective of our program is to facilitate 

meaningful discussion amongst the students, to create an informal and relaxed 

atmosphere, where every boy in the group feels comfortable to speak without fear, 

ridicule, or judgment, and to foster responsibility and respect amongst the boys. Working 

on their emotional (private) self is a goal.  
 

SHAKESPEARE PLAY  

At St. Bernard’s, we put on a full scale Shakespeare production every year. There is a 

rigorous rehearsal schedule during the fall semester, in order to understand the text in the 

context of theater: actions, movement, listening and scene commitment. Students are 

addressed as actors, and they identify intentions behind every word spoken; character 

relationships are explored and developed. In essence, the idea of the “public” self 

develops in each boy. Furthermore, the Shakespeare play encourages a sense of 

camaraderie and team building among the boys.  
 

 

WHAT OUR ACTORS SAY ABOUT THE PLAY: 

 

Winston Venderbush, who played King Henry in Henry V in 2012 today says: 
“Participating in the Shakespeare play was a life changing experience for me, and I don't use the term 

lightly. The reason I think it was life changing is because it may have permanently changed the course of 

my life and future career. It was not until the Shakespeare play that I developed the passion for theater that 

I have today. Playing King Henry in King Henry V unlocked my love for theater, at that point as an actor. 

While I still love acting, I find myself more involved in the production side of theater now. It is one of my 

main hobbies, and I am even considering going into theater production or management as my future 

career. This infatuation for theater all came from the many rehearsals and a single performance of the 

Shakespeare play at St. Bernard's. Without it, my life right now would probably be very different. I enjoyed 

it tremendously.” 
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Landon Smith, who played Juliet, in Romeo and Juliet, in 2013 says: 
“The rehearsal process was well organized albeit a large time consumer. Memorizing was not bad and I 

actually never really practiced outside of the rehearsals. The performance was really rewarding, especially 

when some first graders asked for my autograph after the show. It was cool to be up on the stage, being the 

center of everyone’s attention and showing off what I had worked on for months. It was tough playing a 

girl: raising my pitch and wearing a dress and everything, but it was manageable (and since I wanted a 

pretty big part, probably the best option since I didn’t like Romeo’s character). Rehearsing with Charlie 

(Romeo) was interesting, since we’ve always had a sort of friendly rivalry. Im sure our competitive sides 

showed in the performance, but I think we were able to work together as well.” 

 

Sam Stephenson, who played Lady Capulet in Romeo and Juliet, in 2013, says: 
“Performing Romeo and Juliet was a fun, interesting, and academically useful...the entire grade bonded 

over the play and several elaborate inside jokes about the play surfaced. Learning my lines was not nearly 

as stressful as I had first predicted. I memorized my lines almost entirely during the rehearsals and almost 

never had to devote time at home to memorizing lines. Furthermore, putting on the play was an experience 

that in conjunction with our English class analysis of Romeo and Juliet helped us better understand it. 

While in class we learned the literary aspects of the play, in rehearsal we learned that Romeo and Juliet 

was meant for the stage and the aspects of how to put the play together.” 

 

Leo McMahon, who played Countess Olivia, in Twelfth Night, in 2014, says: 
“Although in past class plays, some students were unenthusiastic about playing female roles, during the 

Shakespeare play preparations excitement about the play appeared to trump embarrassment at playing a 

woman. I, for one, despite initially wanting to play another character, soon realized how much I liked the 

character Olivia.  There were some awkward scenes with Viola, but for the most part, Olivia’s being a 

woman was not an issue. Initially more embarrassing than flirting with Viola was the dueling scene 

between Sebastian and Toby, where I ran on stage hysterically, and screamed as loudly as I was able. After 

practicing this scene repeatedly, however, I became used to this performance and now this scene makes me 

smile every time I think about it. This play, for this scene, among others, and for the practices, the 

performance, and nearly everything else, is certainly one of my fondest memories of St. Bernard’s so far. 

Much of what I remember about Eighth Grade stems from the play, and I will always remember many 

classmates for their participation in the play.” 

 

Thomas Mowen, who played Viola and Cesario, in Twelfth Night, in 2014 says: 
"Participating in an actual Shakespeare production allowed me to internalize and understand the writings 

of Shakespeare in ways that one cannot understand by simply reading the script of a play. By far the most 

rewarding part of the experience, however, was being able to go onstage in front of a large crowd of 

people and recite my part without any anxiety whatsoever, due to all the rehearsals.  The months of 

preparation before the play itself allowed me to enjoy the experience of acting in an actual theatre.” 

 

ECUADOR TRIP  

During the trip, the boys are encouraged to be open minded, to exercise safety and 

kindness to each other, and to participate fully during the trip. Teamwork is key, in order 

to travel well together. It is suggested that they express interest in the hikes and in 

community service, and to get along with each other. Furthermore, we expect good 

behavior, but as expected, they might face challenges. Exposing them to a new and 

culturally diverse place raises questions of sociological and economic differences, and it 

exposes them to what they do not know. It is our intention that our boys begin to think of 

themselves as global citizens.  
 

 


