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Weekly Meetings in the Library




DISCUSSION RULES

This is an open club - every member of the Browning community is welcome.

We encourage participants to enter this space to discuss the complexities of issues
relating to gender and feminism.

Listen respectfully, without interrupting, and without holding side conversations.
Listen actively and with an ear to understanding others' views. (Don't just think
about what you are going to say while someone else is talking.)

Criticize ideas, not individuals.

Commit to learning, not debating. Comment in order to share information, not to
persuade.

Allow everyone the chance to speak.

Avoid assumptions about any member of the group or generalizations about social

groups.



BEGINNINGS

Proposing a club

Meeting before school on
Wednesdays mornings
Our first meeting in
October 2015

Growing and learning with
students

Internet, misogyny,
videogames and
anti-feminism

Feminism &

Every Wednesday

7:50 to 8:15 am

Upper Library



WHAT WE'VE DONE

Including the faculty

Weekly student-led discussions

Sample topics that have been discussed:
Transgender students in single sex schools
Boy scouts
College “hook-up” culture

Can pornography be “feminist™
The 2016 Presidential Election
Planned Parenthood

Meeting with a girls’ school
Learning about activism




Instead of a
walkout, we

conducted a

Teach-in

International Women's Day

Tha Bi ing School i Ik C g Women's History | Why and How to Teach-In

Celebrating Women's History: Why and How to Teach-In

Why and How to Teach<n | Resources

Saarch this Guide Ssarch

& March 2017: Honaring International Women's Day at the Browning School

Our mission is to honor the day and Wamen's History Month with a "teach-in,” emphasizing women's history and women's lives

in our classrooms.

Whal s a teach-In?

How can we teach-In st Browning?

Merriam-Webster defines teach-in as

an extended meeting usually held on a college
campus for lectures, debates, and discussions to
raise awareness of or express a position on a social
or political issue

According to the University of Michigan, the first teach-in was
held there in March, 1965:

The original teach-in, which was organized and led by
faculty on the Ann Arbor campus, addressed one of the
mast pressing public issuas of the day: our nation's
rapidly escalating war in Vietnam. Drawing more than
3,000 studants, faculty, and other participants, the evant
proved highly successful, and the teach-in format that
was pioneared at L-M was replicated at countless
colleges and universitias across the country over the
next several months and years.

What are International Wemen's Day and Woman's History
Month?

According to the Unived Mations, a National Women's Day was

first observed in the United States in 1909, and grew out of

Ideas to get you started:

1) Come to the gender/feminism club on Wednesday morning
to game plan in person

= We will be in the library before school with resources and
ideas to help you plan for your class

2} Held 2 gender/feminism club in your class
= We can help find a student or teacher to help facilitate it

3) Read zloud about prominent women or the women's
history

» Browse books on the resources page of this guide

= A student from the gender/feminism club could be a
guest reader

4) Ask your students to interview a woman in their lives

s Tha guestions and answers can help raveal Women's
history

« Story Corps has ideas for great interview guestions
5) Build a lesson using the suggestions on the resources page

« Lesson plans from Edutopia, Smithsonian, Library of
Congress, and Front Row Education

&) Watch a video from an important female figure and have 2



http://browning.libguides.com/womenshistory
http://browning.libguides.com/womenshistory




CHALLENGES

Discussion rules

Contrarians

How to make connections with curriculum
(attendees are self-selected)

Expanding the impact of the club

“Other viewpoint” (false equivalence)

Superficial feminism that is not inclusive
Political climate

Convincing our colleagues of the value of this
club/content

Intersectionality




SMALL GROUP
DISCUSSION

Introductions and why are you here

What is the conversation about gender and
feminism like at your school?

How can you get started with this work at your

school?
What are the potential barriers? How can they be

overcome?




CONCLUSIONS
& RESOURCE

What are your takeaways today?

lleana Jimenez is a leader in this field of teaching feminism in high
school. Online she uses the moniker ‘Feminist Teacher'. You can find

her on Twitter, Facebook, and her website. She and others have

pioneered the use of the #HSFeminism hashtag to share their work.

This post about ‘Teaching Boys Feminism’ is especially useful.


https://twitter.com/feministteacher
https://www.facebook.com/Feminist-Teacher-147600061918979/?fref=ts
https://feministteacher.com/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HSfeminism?src=hash
https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2016/jan/11/how-to-teach-feminism-gender-equality

