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Why add 
bioethics?

From: A case study of the effects of mutation: Sickle cell anemia. 
(Evolution.berkeley.edu)

From: National Human Genome Research Institute 
(www.genome.gov)



Summer ‘14
•Shorb 

Fellowship Work Fall ’14
•1st Bioethics 

Unit at STA

Summer’ 15
•4-day 

Intensive 
Bioethics 
Course

To date, we 
have run the 
unit with 8 
classes of 
students



What is bioethics?

In virtue of being embodied creatures, and the specific kind of 
biological creatures we are, we face particular kinds of moral 
challenges: we are vulnerable to disease; we give birth; we die. We are 
profoundly dependent on one another, and live in a world of 
profoundly limited resources. We are tool-users. We use technology—
and culture—to shape our biology, to extend our life, to challenge our 
biological limits, manipulate our bodies and the our planet. All of these 
generate ethical questions, and the attempt to grapple with these 
questions is what we call bioethics. 

-Maggie Little, Director of the Kennedy Institute of Ethics









From: UNC Parr Center for Ethics; National High School Ethics Bowl Regional Cases, 2016-2017

Sample Case Study



Principles of Bioethics 

Autonomy

Non-maleficence

Beneficence

Justice

Beauchamp and Childress, 1978



THANK YOU!
Please rate this session in 

the 2017 IBSC Annual Conference Mobile App
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