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Hong Kong Conference
Joint School/Staff Development

International Boys’ Schools Coalition

Thursday, October 22, 2009 

The International Boys’ Schools Coalition 
is dedicated to the education and 
development of boys world‐wide, 

the professional growth of those who 
work with them, and the advocacy 
and the advancement of institutions

– primarily schools for boys –
that serve them.

Global
Membership
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Global
Governance

Professional
Learning 

Communities

A group of professionals who share 
common visions, values and goals, and 
who work collaboratively using enquiry, 
experimentation and innovation to 
improve teaching and student learning.

A Professional Learning Community is …

Global
Conferences
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Conference Workshops
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IBSC 17th Annual Conference

Local & Regional
Conferences
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Action Research

Action research is any systematic inquiry conducted by teacher 
researchers, principals, school counsellors, or other stakeholders 
in the teaching/learning environment to gather information about
how their particular schools operate, how they teach, and how 
well their students learn. This information is gathered with the
goals of gaining insight, developing reflective practice, effecting 
positive changes in the school environment (and on educational 
practice in general), and improving student outcomes and the 
lives of those involved. 

(Geoffrey Mills in Action Research: A Guide for the Teacher Researcher, 2nd edition.)
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Research Projects
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Teacher Questions
1. Please describe an effective practice you have 

employed. In narrating your observations, take 
care to avoid evaluative terms like “wonderful”
or “inspired.” Instead, show the qualities that 
evoke those feelings in you with clear narration 
of what is said and done in the course of the lesson. 

2. To what do you attribute this lesson’s special 
effectiveness? (There is no need to be authoritative 
or “scientific” in this appraisal.)

3. Is there something about this lesson that you believe 
is specially pitched to boys’ learning?

4. Are there measurable outcomes—or outcomes 
that might conceivably be measured—that could 
objectively document the effectiveness of this 
practice?

• Created Product
• Gaming
• Motor Activity
• Role Play/Performance
• Open Inquiry
• Team Work/Competition
• Personal Realization
• Responsibility for Outcomes
• Intrinsic Subject Matter
• Interactive Technology
• Boy-Specific Pedagogy
• Metacognition
• Novelty, Drama, Surprise

Categories of
Effective Practice

Student Responses
• Playfulness: fun, play, gaming, surprise, 

role play, screentime
• Adventure and Discovery: being “free”, 

being “outside”; 
• Centering: self-referencing experiences, 

personal discovery
• Social Validation: performance and display; 

debate; competition; teamwork; 
peer learning and teaching

• Self-Completion: lifted to success; 
meeting the challenge on one’s own; 
personal realization

The Relational Context
• Reading the Teacher
• Drawing Attention
• Incorporating Humor
• Offering to Mentor
• Demonstrating Mastery
• Offering Inspiration
• Friendly Style
• Structured, Authoritative Style
• Personal Disclosure and Modeling
• Reciprocating Care
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Global
Exchanges

Academy of the New Church Boys' School, USA; Aldwickbury School, United Kingdom; Allen-Stevenson School, USA; Anglican Church Grammar School 
(Churchie), Australia; Auckland Grammar School, New Zealand; Avon Old Farms School, USA; Badalament, John, USA; Barker College, Australia; Bednall, 
John, Australia; Belmont Hill School, USA; Bishop John T. Walker School for Boys, USA; Bishops (Diocesan College), South Africa; Blue Ridge School**, USA; 
Boys' Club of New York, USA; Boys' Latin School of Maryland, USA; Brebeuf College School, Canada; Bridgton Academy, USA; Brighton Grammar School, 
Australia; Brisbane Boys' College, Australia; Brisbane Grammar School, Australia; Brother Rice High School, USA; Browning School, The, USA; Brunswick 
School, USA; Buckley School, The, USA; Bunting & Lyon Inc., USA; Camberwell Grammar School, Australia; Canberra Grammar School, Australia; Cardigan 
Mountain School, USA; Castleknock College, Ireland; Cathedral School for Boys, USA; Chaminade College Preparatory School, USA; Chestnut Hill Academy, 
USA; Christ Church Grammar School, Australia; Christchurch Boys' High School, New Zealand; Christian Brothers College (ZA), South Africa; Christ's College, 
New Zealand; City Of London School, United Kingdom; Clifton  School, South Africa; Collegiate School, USA; Cranbrook School, Australia; Crescent School, 
Canada; Dexter School, USA; Dilworth School, New Zealand; Diocesan Boys' School, China; Driessen, Joseph, New Zealand; Dulwich College, United Kingdom; 
Dulwich College Preparatory School, United Kingdom; Eaglebrook School, USA; Eaton House Schools, United Kingdom; Eton College, United Kingdom; 
Fairfield Country Day School, USA; Felsman, Brett A. (Strategic Investment Group, USA; Fenn School, The, USA; Fessenden School, USA; Fountain Academy of 
the Sacred Heart, Canada; Francis Douglas Memorial College, New Zealand; Gallo Felsman, Michelle M., USA; Garner, Phil, United Kingdom; Georgetown 
Preparatory School, USA; Gilman School, USA; Gisborne Boys High School, New Zealand; Grey High School, South Africa; Hamilton Boys' High School, New 
Zealand; Hastings Boys' High School, New Zealand; Haverford School, USA; Hereworth School, New Zealand; Hilton College, South Africa; Hutchins School, 
Australia; Hutt International Boys' School, New Zealand; Ipswich Grammar School, Australia; James, Abigail, USA; John Hampden Grammar School, United 
Kingdom; John McGlashan College, New Zealand; Kearsney College, South Africa; Kelston Boys' High School, New Zealand; King Edward VII School, South 
Africa; King's School (Auckland), New Zealand; King's School, The (Australia), Australia; Kiskiminetas Springs School, USA; Knox Grammar School, Australia; 
La Salle College High School, USA; Landon School, USA; Lindisfarne College, New Zealand; London Oratory School, The, United Kingdom; Loughborough 
Grammar School, United Kingdom; Marcellin College, Australia; Maritzburg College, South Africa; McCallie School, USA; Melbourne Grammar School, 
Australia; Melbourne High School, Australia; Memphis University School, USA; Merchant Taylors' Boys' School, United Kingdom; Merchiston Castle School, 
United Kingdom; Michaelhouse, South Africa; Montgomery Bell Academy, USA; Moreton Bay Boys' College, Australia; Napier Boys' High School, New Zealand; 
Neil McNeil High School, Canada; New Plymouth Boys' High School, New Zealand; Newington College, Australia; Oratory School, The, United Kingdom; Pacific 
Boychoir Academy, USA; Palmerston North Boys' High School, New Zealand; Phelps School, The, USA; Poole Grammar School, United Kingdom; Presbyterian 
Day School, USA; Prince Alfred College, Australia; Princeton Academy of the Sacred Heart, USA; Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, United Kingdom; Radley 
College, United Kingdom; Rathkeale College, New Zealand; Ridge School, The, South Africa; Rongotai College, New Zealand; Rotorua Boys'  High School, New 
Zealand; Roxbury Latin School, USA; Royal St. George's College, Canada; Sacred Heart College, New Zealand; Salesianum School, USA; Salisbury School, USA; 
School_name, Country; Scotch College, Australia; Scots College, New Zealand; Selwyn House School, Canada; Shore School, Australia; South African College 
High School, South Africa; Southland Boys' High School, New Zealand; Southport School, The, Australia; St. Alban's College, South Africa; St. Albans School, 
USA; St. Andrew's College (CAN), Canada; St. Andrew's College (ZA), South Africa; St. Augustine High School, USA; St. Augustine's College, Australia; St. 
Benedict's College, South Africa; St. Bernard's School, USA; St. Christopher's School, USA; St. David's Marist Inanda, South Africa; St. David's School, USA; St. 
Dominic School For Boys, USA; St. Edmond's Academy, USA; St. Edmund's College, Canberra, Australia; St. George's School, Canada; St. Gregory's School, 
USA; St. Ignatius' College, Riverview, Australia; St. John's College (Hamilton), New Zealand; St. John's College (Hastings), New Zealand; St. John's College (ZA), 
South Africa; St. Joseph's College (Joeys), Australia; St. Joseph's College (Terrace), Australia; St. Joseph's College Geelong, Australia; St. Kentigern School, New 
Zealand; St. Kevin's College, Australia; St. Laurence's College, Australia; St. Mark's School of Texas, USA; St. Mary's International School, Japan; St. Patrick's 
College Silverstream, New Zealand; St. Paul's College, China; St. Paul's School, USA; St. Peter's Preparatory School (USA), USA; St. Peter's Preparatory School 
(ZA), South Africa; St. Sebastian's School, USA; St. Stithians College, South Africa; St. Thomas Choir School, USA; Sterling Hall School of Toronto, Canada; 
Stuart Hall (San Francisco), USA; Stuart Hall School for Boys (New Orleans), USA; Tak Sun Secondary School, China; Tauranga Boys' High School, New 
Zealand; Timaru Boys' High School, New Zealand; Toowoomba Grammar School, Australia; Town School for Boys, USA; Trinity Grammar School (NSW), 
Australia; Trinity Grammar School (VIC), Australia; Trinity-Pawling School, USA; University School, USA; Upper Canada College, Canada; Washington Jesuit 
Academy, USA; Wellington College, New Zealand; Westlake Boys' High School, New Zealand; Woodberry Forest School, USA; Wynberg Boys' High School, 
South Africa; Xavier College, Australia; Zagle School, Poland

office@theibsc.org • www.theibsc.org


