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TEACHING BOYS

Teacher Questions

1. Please describe an effective practice you have
employed. In narrating your observations, take
care to avoid evaluative terms like “wonderful”
or “inspired.” Instead, show the qualities that
evoke those feelings in you with clear narration
of what is said and done in the course of the lesson.
2. To what do you attribute this lesson’s special
effectiveness? (There is no need to be authoritative
or “scientific” in this appraisal.)
3. Is there something about this lesson that you believe
is specially pitched to boys’ learning?
4. Are there measurable outcomes—or outcomes
that might conceivably be measured—that could
objectively document the effectiveness of this practice?
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TEACHING BOYS

Student Questions

In the box below, tell us the story of a class experience
that stands out as being especially memorable for you.

By this, we mean that it was especially interesting,
engaging or motivating for you. It might be a particular
lesson, unit of study, a choice of text or subject matter,

a class activity or exercise, or a project or assignment.

It doesn’t have to be an occasion when you achieved well
in a subject, but simply one in which you found yourself
especially engaged, interested or motivated. When you tell
this story, please give as many details as you can in
describing what took place. Avoid judging or praising
with words like “terrific” or “best”; rather, show what
occurred. You do not need to give the name of the teacher,
but if it is easier for you to refer directly to the teacher by
name, it will be removed later on.
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TEACHING BOYS

STUDENT RESPONSES

HOW BOYS LEARN 16 E

TEACHING BOYS

Student Responses

Playfulness:
fun, play, gaming, surprise, role play, screentime

Adventure and Discovery:

being “free”, being “outside”

Centering:

reaching in, drawing out, mobilizing, being physical,
visual illustrations, ‘hands-on’ illustrations, making things
Social Validation:

performance and display, debate, competition, teamwork,
peer learning and teaching

Self-Completion:
lifted to success, meeting the challenge on one’s own,

personal realization
HOW BOYS LEARN 17 E
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