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How it all started

“…educating for the man 
of 40”



How was it produced?

School aims and values

• Housemaster / Tutor team

• Videos, ethical dilemmas, etc. to   
stimulate discussion



What does it look like?
4th Edition







Introduction in 
the Preparatory 

School
2015-2018





Train up a child in the 
way he should go;

even when he is old he 
will not depart from it.

Proverbs 22:6



The child has a right to 
demand that his education 
shall help him to make the 

best of himself.

A.A. David (1931)
Headmaster – Clifton College &  Rugby School





• 500% decrease in the use of the 
word Character since 1840

• 700% decrease in the use of the 
word Virtue since 1800

• 600% decrease in the use of the 
word Morals since 1800





Year A Year B

Term 1 Kindness Honesty

Term 2 Courage Self-Control

Term 3 Gratitude Serving Others

Term 4 Justice Humility









Examples from the 
Prep Curriculum



There is no such 
thing as a half 

truth.
Discuss



Tell a lie once and 
all your truths 

become 
questionable.



“My super power is self-control.” 
Is self-control a superpower?



What was the dog meant to do?
What did the dog do instead?

Can you learn to show self-control?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iTTNRE-njM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iTTNRE-njM






Self-Control Reflection

Make a plan to improve self-control in one of the following areas:

• Playground

• Classroom

• Technology

• Food and Drinks

• Words

• Siblings

• Feelings



How we got there
Through…
• Research, Reading & Reflection
• Asking the right questions
• Resistance (structural vs philosophical)
• Conversations
• Building trust
• More conversations 
• Articulating a vision
• Developing a robust curriculum
• Ongoing conversations



“Throughout history, and in cultures 
all over the world, education rightly 
conceived has had two great goals: to 
help students become smart and to 

help them become good.”

Thomas Lickona & Matthew Davidson (Smart 
& Good High Schools, 2005)
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