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The boys’ voices say it all. 

 

Capturing the moment 
 

•  “The main purpose for me [using the blog] is more as a notebook or a diary. If I had an idea, I’d jot it down. I 
used the blog during the holidays for peripheral notes and ideas. If I stumbled across something, or had a 
thought that I needed to scope something out further, I would jot this down on the blog.” 

•  “Even with informal writing, I like to structure it first. I don’t feel comfortable just blurting everything out on a 
blog. I found I was writing down things in my notes on my iPad then deciding if they were good enough for 
the blog.” 

 

Harnessing creativity 

•  “The blog does help. When you are forced to write something down, more ideas come to you while you are 
writing. If you are not actually doing anything, it stays in the back of your mind and the ideas don’t develop.” 

•  “I usually just keep my ideas in the back of my mind and hope that I’ll remember them later, but by actually 
writing them down, I can go back to my blog and trace my thoughts.” 

•  “I think the blog isn’t necessarily creative. It is quite a logical tool. It really helps to clarify my writing. Until I 
started writing my thoughts down, I didn’t realise how much work was needed. It is a really good clarification 
device. I can go back to the blog and see how far I have come.”  

 

Relationships 
 

•  “I listed some questions initially on my blog, but I wanted feedback straight away so I went and found my 
supervisor the next day. I wasn’t certain how to word my question as well, which is why I went to find him so 
we could discuss it through.” 

•  “When I had the first meeting with my supervisor, as we spoke I began to realise what I wanted to do. Just by 
the discussion, the focus of my essay came out. The blog gives extra support to the discussion when you are 
on your own.” 
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•  Independent Anglican day and boarding school   

•  2000 boys  (Pre-Kindergarten to 12). 

•  Founded in 1913 – an IB school. 
 
•  Extended Essay iBook (for iPad) developed by School: 

•  structured online assistance to IB students, 
•  widely used,  
•  favourably commented on. 

 
•  Led me to consider integrating a blog to foster greater creativity /

divergent thinking: 

•  logging moments of inspiration in real time,  
•  in-depth reflection, 
 
•  safe and supportive shared space, 
•  ability to take risks, 

•  preventing moments of inspiration being lost (Howard-Jones)   
•  ability to return to ideas at later point. 

 
 

•  Need to push boys beyond initial stages of apprehension & feeling 
uncomfortable sharing ideas in public space. 

 

•  Blogs have pedagogical potential for harnessing creative and divergent 
thinking in boys.  

 

•  Setbacks using blogs: 

•  unwillingness of some boys to take risks and explore their          
thinking in a shared learning space.  

 

•  Need to open rather than constrain ways for boys to: 
  

•  make connections;  
•  work outside the box;  
•  think creatively; and  
•  apply their knowledge.  
 

•  Important boys given time to think - provide  a platform to harness 
thoughts. 

 
How can a blog capture boys’ creative moments during the IB Extended                                 
Essay writing process? 

 

 
 

•  Individual student blogs in WordPress created.   
                                        
•  Students encouraged to capture thought bubbles, reflections & 

significant moments. 
 
•  IB Extended Essay Supervisor monitored blogs & provided            

feedback.  
 

 
 

•  Qualitative data collection methods 
  
•  Important to capture boys’ voices:  

 
•  focus group interview,  
•  in-depth interviews,  
•  document analysis.  

 

•  Interviews transcribed to draw out individual 
voice and common themes. 

  
•  Categories emerged: 

 
•  capturing the moment,  
•  harnessing creativity,  
•  relationships.  

 
 

Extended Essay often lacks fresh, exciting, out of the box ideas. 
 
 
Thus right timing to trial blogging: 
 

•  stimulate thinking 
•  gain timely feedback 

Participants -  five Year 12 IB students, aged 16 to 17 years,  
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