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The same survey entitled “Math and Me” was administered before and after the journal exercise
period.

Each journal entry was submitted to me; no grade was given.
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Can Deensarrcn {0106l S Each session was recorded in full. This recording contained all the journal entries and the reactions of
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: Each student created a film in which they recorded their overall impressions of our journal work.
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As the boys shared their stories, they truly got to know each other. Taking a break from the daily
lessons allowing them to appreciate each others’ stories and strengths.

“Every summer, | sweat above a As | looked through my data, | found several examples in which the boys praise each other, with
griddle, grille, and fryer putting statements such as “I liked how you described that” or “I like how you talked about something that |
blood sweat and tears into can relate to.” One boy remarked “It was cool to hear what inspired you when you were younger.”

mgkmg and cooking burgers, Another theme that resonated through our discussion came in the form of pedagogical suggestions.
chicken tenders, French fries, On the subject of homework, one boy expressed frustration. “I wish they could incorporate videos
wraps, and sandwiches just to and other stuff to make you learn rather than just memorize.”

name a few things.”
beg my parents to let Survey results did not yield a significant change in their thoughts towards mathematics in general.

me snowboard...| There was, however, a discernible growth in their willingness to step up to a challenge in the
wanted to be just like classroom.

him” And Read

“My role model was
Sean White when |
was younger. | would

Conclusions

As | reflect upon my results, it appears as it my students’ collective attitude improved as a result of our

. “| see that you time in discussion. They became better acquainted with each other, which in turn helped to open lines
L e Wil )l ) e el are a social of communication. The structure of the discussions allowed all to voice encouragement to each other
lemler s and even to me. Taking in the value of this team building, a possible next step might be, for example,
: : building on classroom community by forming peer review/peer support pairs or groups to tackle math
IS something . . . . . .
) ! challenges . Taking the time out to appreciate your collaborative team could possible lead to richer
that we a overall results.
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need.

“It’s fun to let people know -
about me as it can be hard
for me to express my
feelings.”
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