
The boys 
recognized the 
need for more 
detail in the 
their writing.

The boys 
requested 

more time for 
targeted 

feedback and 
reflection.

The boys 
expressed a 
desire for 

more 
independent 
reading and 
read-alouds.

The boys 
acknowledged 
the benefits of  
a digital tool.

INTRODUCTION
As Lower School boys transition from learning to 

read to reading to learn, student skill acquisition 

and self-confidence can often falter, especially for 

those with a distinct learning profile. Recognizing 

an identified and direct correlation between 

student achievement and self-confidence, I 

focused my action research on the impact that the 

integration of  digital storytelling tools might have 

on boys in my Grade 3 reading group. The boys 

explored use of  a variety of  digital tools, allowing 

for a more creative approach to storytelling, while 

also alleviating the stressors often present with 

traditional pencil to paper writing.

FURTHER INFORMATION
This poster and further information is 

available at http://www.theibsc.org/

Researcher’s Email: oferrallj@stcva.org
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Digital 
Products

• Wixie
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• iFunFace

• We Video

THE RESEARCH ACTION

CONCLUSION

While every storytelling lesson and digital tool implemented may not have suited the desires of  every boy, in the end, 

all but one student pronounced that not only did he feel that his writing was better now than it used to be, but that he 

was also more comfortable writing in general. Classroom instruction is far from one size fits all and managing the 

perfect balance of  content instruction and technology can be challenging. Acknowledging learning profiles while 

remaining flexible in instructional practice and in thought, however, allows student opportunity for academic and 

emotional growth.
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How might incorporating digital storytelling build 

self-confidence and enhance literacy skills in Grade 3 boys?

“You can take lots 

of  their ideas. You 

can get more ideas 

because you’re 

reading from an 

actual writer.” 

“Sometimes 

if  you’re trying to 

write something down 

you forget. It’s actually 

easier to read my story 

instead of putting it 

down on paper.” 

“I thought it was 

better because I 

learned how to 

use new words 

to add detail.” 

“I enjoy improving 

my old work and 

seeing how I can do 

better with my 

work.”
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