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Introduction Key Findings and Discussion
| believe Outdoor Education provides a transformative educational
experience. It is experiential, active, and relational learning involving
people and natural resources. It requires all senses and domains, and is
based upon interdisciplinary curriculum content. Outdoor Education
capitalises on boys’ inherent learning styles.

Four themes emerged from the analysis of the data:

The learning experience provoked boys’ critical thinking.

| wanted to challenge educator practice and philosophy by implementing
an under-realised pedagogical approach that embraced digital technology
for learning outdoors. | believed that digital storytelling through a place-
responsive lens enables boys to better understand, evidence, and
communicate their (social emotional) learning.

The boys showed increased self-awareness and ability to articulate their social emotional learning.
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Data Collection and Analysis The boys developed an increase in social awareness.

Data were collected over three overt stages:

« Stage One entailed establishing baseline data on perceptions of place-
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Stage Three collection techniques revisited baseline data collection to

compare any change across the course of the project.
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Conclusions

Place-based digital storytelling is an effective medium for exploring learning in the outdoors. Through an
Improved capacity to reflect on their outdoor experience, the boys’ social emotional competence grew
significantly. In short, they knew more and felt better about themselves, their challenges, and achievements.

Such clear evidencing and alignment with four of the five social emotional learning competencies was a
| | Y NS S welcome surprise. The boys were ambivalent for the most part about the role digital devices played.
The boys’ experiences were detbriad usinég Saif  _>‘; A 4 . Subsequent cycles of action research might explore whether digital devices materially improved outcomes or if
assessment Fubrics, éiescrlptlve surveys classroom E " | employing more “boycentric” pedagogies, tools or technologies would be more effective.

This opportunity has provoked me to consider the difficulty of capturing social emotional and other learning in
the design of outdoor activities while allowing boys choice of expression.
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