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Introduction

Data Collection and Analysis

After my first year of teaching the Year 4 curriculum, I sat down to rewrite the
Social Studies curriculum. In my undertaking of this project I set out two goals

Data Collection

for myself and my class. The first goal was to give boys an opportunity to feel

● Student surveys

ownership over their learning in order to promote self-efficacy (Flowerday and

● Semi-structured interviews

Data Analysis
● Graphed students growth based on
rubrics

Schraw, 2000, p. 640) as a means to prepare them for upper school. The second

● Video recordings and photos

● Correlated student responses on surveys
with field notes

goal was to ensure that the curriculum be representative of all perspectives,

● Student artifacts

● Coded language to identify 3 trends

voices, and use a variety of primary and secondary sources in order to promote

● Field notes

● Polyangulated student’s language from
interviews and self reflections with rubrics

analytical and critical thinking skills.

Conclusions
● Year 4 boys developed age appropriate skills and language to reflect on their
learning.
● I learned from this practice that Year 4 boys are developmentally ready to

Key Findings and Discussion

The Research Question
How do student-created rubrics encourage
deeper understanding of multiple perspectives
in Grade 4 boys?

Developing Self-Awareness
A student-created rubric allowed boys to develop self-awareness in their learning. It gave them
the opportunity to assess for themselves how they were doing and identify what they needed to
do next time to be successful.

Research Context and Participants

“Filling out the rubric helped me realize that I wasn’t paying close attention to the

Town School for Boys is located in San Francisco, California and serves K-8th

reading so I didn’t understand it.”

grade students. Founded in 1939, our mission is “learning is prized, love of

● Incorporating student-created rubrics into my practice enhances boys
engagement.
● Deeper understanding of the content was achieved as a result of boys
reflecting on their learning and students making plans for themselves to
access the material.
Implications and Next Steps
● Boys in Year 4 are developmentally ready to take ownership over their learning through
reflection and self-guided learning roadmaps.

school is essential, and boyhood is celebrated. '' As a school we value curiosity,

Instilling Ownership Over Goal Setting

respect, belonging, integrity, and joy. The participants in this study were 22

After reflecting on what they needed to do to be successful, boys set their own learning goals.

9-10 year old boys who were 13% Korean, 4% Chinese, 59% White, 4%

“Seeing my scores on the rubrics go up and down helped me think about why they were

Multi-Racial, 13% Bi-Racial.

at a level 2 or 3 and then I could see what a level 4 or 5 looked like and reach for that.”

● Have students create rubrics across the subjects to see the same achievement of deeper
understanding, development of self awareness and ownership over their learning

“It was better to give myself feedback because I could be honest and with a teacher, I

The Research Action
Boys began the unit with investigating already created rubrics and evaluating their

might want to impress them and pretend I know more than I do, but that hurts my

layout, language, and scale.

learning.”

Boys co-created their own rubric, including determining its layout, scale, which
emojis to use to represent each level of understanding, skills to grade themselves on,
and the language that reflected what it meant to demonstrate understanding based
on “feel like, sound like, and look like.”

Fourth Grade Boys Challenging Perspectives
Boys questioned the validity of sources as they read primary and secondary sources. Boys worked
to ensure challenging perspectives extended beyond social studies as students challenged the
perspectives in their book clubs.
Boys demonstrated agency by asking these questions of one another and by trusting in their ability

Over the course of our 10 week unit, following every lesson, boys graded themselves on
their understanding of the material covered that day in class and how that day’s lesson
contributed to our driving question.

take ownership over their learning.

to question perspectives and to ensure that all sides of the story were appreciated.
“You lose half the story if you only hear from one perspective and then we don’t know
the truth.”
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