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iPads are a powerful vehicle for 
promoting inquiry, creativity and 
reflection in learning.
An inquiry into:


• Constructivism, inquiry-based learning, 
creativity and reflection


• Our Journey


• Nifty not necessary - the iPad as a 
learning tool



Reflective Learning Routines
• Routines exist in all classrooms; they are the 

patterns by which we operate and go about the job 
of learning and working together in a classroom 
environment.


• These learning routines can be simple structures, 
such as reading from a text and answering the 
questions at the end of the chapter, or they may be 
designed to promote students' thinking, such as 
asking students what they know, what they want to 
know, and what they have learned as part of a unit 
of study.


• http://pzweb.harvard.edu/vt/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/
03a_ThinkingRoutines.html 



iPads are a powerful vehicle for 
promoting inquiry, creativity and 
reflection in learning.
• Think, Puzzle, Explore about our 

central idea (pairs or small groups)


• Use Keynote to record your ideas 
and wondering 



Think Explore
Title Name Date

Puzzle



What is inquiry?
• Think, Pair, 

Share


• Divide into three 
sections and 
complete a 
collaborative  Y-
Chart about 
inquiry....what 
does it look like, 
sound like and 
feel like? http://www.lace.org.au/graphics/culture_diagram.gif



Constructivism and Inquiry
•Vygotsky defined learning as “the 
creation of meaning that occurs 
when an individual links new 
knowledge with existing 
knowledge.”





Williams B. and Woods M. Building on Urban Learners’ Experiences. 
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 1997



Constructivism and Inquiry
•Constructivism is a "view of learning in which 
learners use their own experiences to 
construct understandings that make sense to 
them, rather than having understanding 
delivered to them in already organized 
form….Learning activities based on 
constructivism put learners in the context of 
what they already know, and apply their 
understanding to authentic situations." 




Kauchak D.P. & Eggen P.D.  Learning and Teaching: Researched-Based Methods. Boston: Allyn 
& Bacon. p. 184  (1998)





What is inquiry?
• First and foremost, Inquiry is a stance or a 

mindset.


• Flexibility


• Ownership


• Promoting and harnessing the students' 
natural curiosity 



iPads...our learning journey



Initial stages of our journey

1:1 - Year 4 

1:2 - Year 2

1: Many - available 
for all classes

iPads...our learning journey





iPads...our learning journey
• Consumption v Creation


• 1:1 program in Years 5 and 6. 


• 1:many K-4


• File Management


• Ownership


• Parent Information and Partnership


• Focus on the iPad as a learning tool



Technology Essential Agreement



Surveying the 
boys



Surveying the 
boys



iPads...our learning journey

Success of the program


• Creativity - options - natural differentiation and use of 
learning styles


• Engagement


• Celebration of learning - in class and at home


• Speed, flexibility, ease of use


• Staff creativity and ICT engagement



iPads as learning tools

Avoiding....

Nifty not necessary



iPad Wall



iMovie



Puppetpals HD



Popplet



Corkulous



Explain Everything



Pages



Strip Designer



Doodle Buddy



WebDAV Nav+



Splashtop Desktop 



Use Popplet and the 
thinking routine 
'Connect, Extend, 
Challenge' to reflect 
on your thinking 
from this workshop. 

iPads are a powerful vehicle for 
promoting inquiry, creativity and 
reflection in learning.



Anything to share




Email us your 
Popplet...we'd love 
to see your 
connections and 
reflecton. 

iPads are a powerful vehicle for 
promoting inquiry, creativity and 
reflection in learning.



Recommended Sites

http://ipad.ipadsforeducation.vic.edu.au/

http://blogs.newington.nsw.edu.au/iPads/

http://ipadeducators.ning.com
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