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A little bit about me and how I 
started to teach with iPads

I have been teaching for 21 years now. For the 

last 17 years, I have worked as an elementary 

French teacher at Selwyn House School, a 

private boys’ school in Montréal, Canada. 

In 2012, the administrators decided it would be a good idea to have the 

elementary school work with iPads for the next school year. Before the 

summer, each teacher was given an iPad so we could get used to it 

before the start of the school year where we would have three carts filled 

with 25 iPads each to share among the elementary classes.

At that point, I was completely enthusiastic and thrilled, but very soon it 

was clear to me that there were very few French apps available. I did not 

really know how to use this new tool other than to have my students play 

educational games!



Everything changed when I was sent, in April 

2013, to the iPad Summit in Atlanta. At this 

great conference, I was introduced to the 

SAMR model (Ruben Puentedura), which is a 

way of seeing how technology might impact 

teaching and learning. 
To learn more about the SAMR Model, click 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us0w823KY0g

Since then, I have been introducing the iPad in my teaching and in my 

students’ learning experiences as much as possible. Its motivational 

and empowering possibilities have been a great addition to my 
classes, and the boys really benefit.

I also met great educators who used the iPad as a tool to engage 

students in their learning and have them reflect, create, analyze, and 

curate their own work. The apps they were using were not practice 

tools or games, but general apps that would engage the students to 

develop and use their critical thinking skills.

Click here to learn more aboute the IPad Summits: http://ettipad.org/

http://ettipad.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us0w823KY0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us0w823KY0g
http://ettipad.org/


App Speed Dating
What is app speed dating?

Speed dating is an organised matching activity where people 

are able to meet a large number of possible partners in a 

short period of time. Why not use this idea in education and 

apply it to a way of learning about apps?

I got this great idea from Jennie Magiera, Automn Leidler and 

Anita Orozo at the 2013 iPad Summit in Atlanta. Sometimes 

we, as teachers, are afraid to use new tools because we 

don’t know exactly how they work and this is especially true 

with technology. To overcome that fear, why not use the best 

resource we could have on hand: our students! App Speed 

Dating is a great way to introduce teachers or classmates to 

different apps. I have been organising App Speed Dating for 

colleagues and students in the school where I teach and also 

at different conferences. I usually went bring students with 

me to animate the App Speed Dating Activity. Each time, 

their eloquence and their ability to share their knowledge and 

enthusiasm with the audience have made a big hit! 

Here are some pictures of one of those sessions organised at Selwyn House School for faculty.



App Speed Dating
How to organize an app speed dating activity

First of all, you need to choose 6 presenters: students that 

can express themselves in an organized way and that are not 

afraid to talk in front of peers or adults.

Have each student choose an app they know well from the 

list of apps you wish to present, and have them rehearse 

using an iPad, a timer, and a prepared script that lists the key 

points to share about the app. It might take a few attempts 

before the student can comfortably make a clear presentation 

in 4 minutes or less.

It is a good Idea to organize the participants in 6 groups and 

have the presenters switch, from one group to another, every 

4 minutes to present their app.
Click here to get examples

of scripts of key points.



App Speed Dating
Live an app speed dating session

Since it was impossible to bring students along with me to 

South Africa, I had the idea of putting together video tutorials 

where students would explain some of the apps.

Please remember that these videos could never be as good 

as a live session with the students themselves.

The apps that are presented were chosen for their versatility and their 

collaborative and critical thinking possibilities. These apps allow the students to 

share their knowledge with their peers, their teachers, their community and the 

whole world!



Matthew, Grade  5 Calvin, Grade 7 Michael, Grade 3 

Philippe, Grade 6 Guillaume, Grade 5 Alessandro, Grade 6 

https://youtu.be/18VApaAjN
rY

https://youtu.be/SftjqdYw4a
o

https://youtu.be/lPX-
edsnRyU

https://youtu.be/jD7CInYlXf
E

https://youtu.be/oAQiKG7fO
xM

https://youtu.be/TdeR1S8dc-
o

https://youtu.be/18VApaAjNrY
https://youtu.be/18VApaAjNrY
https://youtu.be/SftjqdYw4ao
https://youtu.be/SftjqdYw4ao
https://youtu.be/lPX-edsnRyU
https://youtu.be/lPX-edsnRyU
https://youtu.be/lPX-edsnRyU
https://youtu.be/jD7CInYlXfE
https://youtu.be/jD7CInYlXfE
https://youtu.be/oAQiKG7fOxM
https://youtu.be/oAQiKG7fOxM
https://youtu.be/TdeR1S8dc-o
https://youtu.be/TdeR1S8dc-o
https://youtu.be/TdeR1S8dc-o


Examples of class projects

Grade 6 

French Language Arts Project

Using Book Creator

Edward - Grade 1 

French All About Me Project

Grade 3

French Language Arts Project

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/book-creator-

for-ipad-createur/id442378070?l=fr&mt=8

https://youtu.be/ekhWb0VXr0c http://youtu.be/L0sh2ukqaU4

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/book-creator-for-ipad-createur/id442378070?l=fr&mt=8
https://youtu.be/ekhWb0VXr0c


Examples of class projects

Using Popplet Lite

Grade 1

Science Project on Vegetables

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/popplet-

lite/id364738549?l=fr&mt=8

Grade 3

French LA: Story Grade 1 French LA

Description of a Character

https://youtu.be/KC

wQQ8cMut4

https://youtu.be/47

ySBV5Q2cI

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/popplet-lite/id364738549?l=fr&mt=8
https://youtu.be/KCwQQ8cMut4
https://youtu.be/KCwQQ8cMut4
https://youtu.be/47ySBV5Q2cI
https://youtu.be/47ySBV5Q2cI


Examples of class projects

Using Skitch

Grade 1 Science Project

on Birds of Prey

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/skitch-

prendre-une-photo-

marquage/id490505997?l=fr&mt=8

Math Project

Source: Lisa Johnson
Grade 5 Social Studies Project

On 1905 Society

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/skitch-prendre-une-photo-marquage/id490505997?l=fr&mt=8


Examples of class projects

Using Pic Collage

Grade 3 French LA Project

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/pic-collage-

add-photo-video/id448639966?l=fr&mt=8

Grade 7

ESL Project

Grade 5 Project on

Basic Vocabulary

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/pic-collage-add-photo-video/id448639966?l=fr&mt=8


Examples of class projects

Using Puppet Pals
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-

hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8

Example found on Youtube

Project on Neil Armstrong
Noah - Grade 6

French Narrative Project 

https://youtu.be/qGI96iaacVY

https://youtu.be/UB4aU6
eCyIM

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/puppet-pals-hd-directors-pass/id462134755?l=fr&mt=8


Examples of class projects

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/imovie/id3772

98193?l=fr&mt=8

Using IMovie

Bernardo – Grade 6

Social Studies on WW1 

Calvin – Grade 6

Social Studies

Remembrance Day

https://youtu.be/27ezxy3BiKw

https://youtu.be/EqDaxt-ALcghttps://youtu.be/9ve5xSJf0Oo

https://youtu.be/qlQsiJbIcKo

Grade 5 – End of the Year Trip

Grade 4 – Science and French 

Reading Project

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/imovie/id377298193?l=fr&mt=8
https://youtu.be/EqDaxt-ALcg
https://youtu.be/EqDaxt-ALcg
https://youtu.be/EqDaxt-ALcg


Other Great Apps

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/thinglink/id647

304300?l=fr&mt=8

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/4

59486605657243651

Grade 5
Social Studies Project 

Quiver: 3D coloring app

Padlet

ThingLink

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/quiver-3d-

coloring-app/id650645305?l=fr&mt=8

https://fr.padlet.com/auth/signup

http://padlet.com/jeans/trux9occ9u

Grade 5
Social Studies Project 

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/qr-code-

reader-by-scan/id698925807?l=fr&mt=8

QR code reader
Make QR code 

that are linked to 

a youtube video 

where a student 

talks about a book 

and stick the QR 

code on the book

Have your 

students color a 

picture. Take a 

picture with the 

app and have 

them write a text 

inspired by it!!

https://youtu.be/4019Jn
fuadY

Giordano -Grade 5
Reading Response

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/thinglink/id647304300?l=fr&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/thinglink/id647304300?l=fr&mt=8
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/459486605657243651
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/quiver-3d-coloring-app/id650645305?l=fr&mt=8
https://fr.padlet.com/auth/signup
http://padlet.com/jeans/trux9occ9u
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/qr-code-reader-by-scan/id698925807?l=fr&mt=8


Ressources and Inspiration

Ed Tech Teachers
http://edtechteacher.org/apps/#Begin

Apps sorted by student activities

Lisa Johnson

http://www.techchef4u.com/

Great source of ideas

Anita Orozco, Automn Laidler,

Jennie Magiera

https://sites.google.com/site/ntaipadsummittea

m/individual-presentations

Where everything started for me at the 

Atlanta iPad in 2013

Wesley Fryer

http://www.wesfryer.com/
Media activities linked to curriculum

http://edtechteacher.org/apps/
http://www.techchef4u.com/
http://www.wesfryer.com/









































