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MEDIA RELEASE

By attending the IBSC Annual Conference,
attendees grant permission to the
International Boys’ Schools Coalition (IBSC)
and its agents to utilize the attendee’s
image or likeness to promote IBSC.
Attendees waive any right to inspect or
approve the finished product(s) and the
advertising copy or other matter that may
be used in connection therewith or the use
to which it may be applied.

GREETINGS, FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES,

Welcome to Johannesburg, to this unique setting
and our remarkable global gathering of boys’
educators. As we convene for the 2026 IBSC
Annual Conference, we do so under the powerful
call to action, Sukuma, Uye Phambili: Rise Up,
Walk Forward.

More than a title, the call is a shared commitment
to the advancement of the boys we serve. Across
the globe, boys of our schools seek the courage
to rise and the wisdom and compassion to walk
purposefully forward. Together let’s explore how
we can inspire minds and strengthen voices for
the journey and, in so doing, meet the challenge
of growing good men.

Our deepest gratitude goes to St. Stithians
College for their exceptional hospitality. In hosting
us, St. Stithians offers a profound window to a
city that embodies resilience—to young people
who have risen to meet the most demanding of
challenges and stepped resolutely to a better
future. We especially thank David du Toit,

Sanele Majola, Graham Jonson, and the planning
committee for their tireless dedication in creating
this magnificent program.

May the energy of the Highveld and the spirit of
ubuntu inspire you to reflect and grow. As we
learn from one another, may we find the strength
to rise to the moment and the clarity to walk
forward together.

Cheers,

/\

| Qmﬁ@gmﬁ*
TOM BATTY AMY P. AHART
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
IBSC IBSC



SANIBONA BAVAKASHI BETHU,

It is an absolute thrill to welcome our IBSC friends to

our beautiful green space in the busy, bustling city of
Johannesburg. It is such a privilege to be bringing so
many first-time visitors to our country, and our sincere
wish is that you will get to experience the diverse beauty
of our home and the energy and humanity of our people.
On our continent we live out the African value system of
ubuntu, translated as "l am because we are,” which we
take to mean the belief in a universal bond of sharing that
connects all humanity. Your presence with us this week
makes us who we are. Sanibona, we see you.

We are here because we care deeply about the young
people we educate, about our boys and the futures they
wish to live and the impact they want to have. In a world
of uncertainty about boys and men, we choose to work
in spaces that invest in research and intentional practice
to ensure flourishing young men leave our schools to
make a world of difference. We are crafting the positive
messaging about young men, with young men. We

love our boys and see what is wonderful in them. | look
forward to spending time with hundreds of professionals
who share this wonder in boys.

Here at St. Stithians we work to develop our Saints
Character in each boy. This calls on each student to
“Know yourself. Be yourself. Make your contribution.” This
is a tall order, but what a joy it is as we guide our young
men on their path to finding out who they are; infusing

in them the courage, integrity, and confidence to be their
authentic self; and energising and encouraging them to
leave their positive mark in the world. Our young men
care passionately about the world and are driven to make
change and to craft a kinder world—we just need to see
and hold them.

Together let us celebrate boys, reflect on and share
in good practice, enjoy collegiality, and grow new
friendships. We are honoured to have you with us.

DAVID DU TOIT

HEAD OF SCHOOL
ST. STITHIANS BOYS’ COLLEGE

DEAR IBSC COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS,

On behalf of Boys’ Prep and Boys’ College, it is our
great honour to welcome you to Johannesburg for this
important gathering. This year’s theme, Sukuma, Uye
Phambili: Rise Up, Walk Forward, speaks deeply to our
shared calling as educators of boys. It is a call to stand
with courage, to move with purpose, and to lead with
conviction. It reminds us that progress is never passive.
We rise intentionally. We walk forward together.

At Boys’ Prep and Boys’ College, our schools stand

side by side—not separated by a fence, but united

by a brotherhood that begins in the early years and
matures into young manhood. The absence of a physical
barrier is symbolic. It reflects a seamless journey of
growth, mentorship, and shared values. Our boys do not
“crossover;” they continue forward—guided by the same
spirit, the same commitment to excellence, and the
same belief in who they can become.

As prep and college educators from across the world
gather here, may this conference be more than a
meeting of minds. May it be a moment of alignment.

A moment where we rise above our individual contexts
and walk forward in partnership. The challenges facing
boys today do not recognise borders—and neither
should our collaboration. Let us seek opportunities

to connect beyond geography, beyond tradition, and
beyond comfort zones.

Sukuma—may we rise to the responsibility entrusted to
us. Uye Phambili—may we walk forward boldly, shaping
schools where boys flourish academically, grow in
character, and discover purpose.

May your time in Johannesburg be enriching, inspiring,
and filled with meaningful conversation. Most of all, may
you leave strengthened—ready to rise and ready to walk
forward in your own communities.

Welcome home! We are honoured to host you.

SANELE MAJOLA

HEAD OF SCHOOL
ST. STITHIANS BOYS’ PREPARATORY
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DEAR COLLEAGUES,

Welcome to Johannesburg and St. Stithians
College! It is our privilege to share our campus
with you and we hope you will find the time
spent here to be most fulfilling and rewarding.

Johannesburg is a vibrant city, rich in culture and
diversity, and the heartland of the South African
economy. Like many world cities, Johannesburg
never sleeps and there is always good food

to savor, entertaining theatre and music to
experience, and competitive sport to applaud.
There is always something for everyone to enjoy,
from the Apartheid Museum to Gold Reef City, and
innumerable restaurants in and around Sandton
that offer fine food and entertainment for all.

Situated just down the hill from the Sandton
CBD, our campus is home to five schools
bearing the name St. Stithians, namely the Boys’
College and Girls’ College serving grades 8-12,
the Boys’ Preparatory and Girls’ Preparatory
serving grades 3-7, and the Junior Preparatory
serving grades RRR-2. We are also the home of
the Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy,
which serves underprivileged students from
surrounding schools every Saturday as part of
our social responsibility. Our seventh school,
Kamoka Bush School, can be found two hours
north of Johannesburg in the picturesque
Waterberg Mountains.

We look forward to sharing a week of
professional and personal interaction with you,
confident that the relationships forged here will
be strong and last for a lifetime.

Thank you for visiting us in the heart of Africa.
On behalf of the St. Stithians family, staff, and
students, we welcome you and hope you will
enjoy your time with us.

o

GRAHAM JONSON

DIRECTOR OF LEADERSHIP
ST. STITHIANS BOYS” COLLEGE
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CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE
I

MONDAY, JUNE 29

12:30 - 2:00 PM

Buses depart the conference hotels for the school.
GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

1:00 - 3:00 PM

Registration, School Tour, and Refreshments
TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL

3:00 - 5:00 PM

Opening Plenary Session Featuring Seth Sandile Mazibuko
MEARS HALL

5:00 - 8:00 PM

Welcome Reception
TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL

6:00 - 8:00 PM

Buses depart the school for the conference hotels
every 30 minutes.

TUESDAY, JUNE 30

6:30 - 8:15AM

Buses depart the conference hotels for the school.
GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

1:30 - 8:45AM

Optional Morning Activity: Learn to Play the Marimba
PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED. SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS.
WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE

1:30 - 8:45AM

Optional Morning Activity: Historical Walk
PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED. SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS.
WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE

1:30 - 8:45 AM

Optional Morning Activity: Run on Campus
PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED. SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS.
WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE

9:00 - 10:30 AM

Plenary Session Featuring Zeblon Zenzele Vilakazi
IBSC Update
MEARS HALL

10:30 - 10:45 AM

Morning Break

10:45 - 11:30 AM

Plenary Session Featuring Drum Busters
WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE

11:45AM - 12:45PM Workshop Block 1

12:45-1:45PM  Lunch TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL
2:00-3:00PM  Workshop Block 2
3:00-3:15PM  Afternoon Break
3:15-4:30PM Plenary Session Featuring Sibusiso Sizatu
2026 IBSC Hawley-Jarvis Award
MEARS HALL
4:30 - 4:45PM  Buses depart the school for the conference hotels.

Evening on Your Own




THE SCHEDULE AND ALL CONFERENCE INFORMATION ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
VISIT WWW.THEIBSC.0RG AND THE CONFERENCE APP FOR THE LATEST DETAILS.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1 THURSDAY, JULY 2

6:30 - 8:15AM  Buses depart the conference hotels for the school. 1:30 - 8:15 AM Buses depart the conference hotels for the school.
GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON
7:30 - 8:45AM  Optional Morning Activity: Learn to Play the Marimba 9:00-10:00AM  Workshop Block 5
PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED. SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS.
WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE 10:00 -10:15AM  Morning Break
7:30 - 8:45AM  Optional Morning Activity: Historical Walk 10:15-11:15AM  Workshop Block 6
PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED. SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS.
WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Closing Plenary Session Featuring
Alex van den Heever and Renias Mhlongo
7:30 - 8:45AM  Optional Morning Activity: Run on Campus MEARS HALL
PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED. SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS.
WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE 1:00 - 1:45PM Grab-and-Go Lunch

TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL
8:00 - 8:45AM  Chapel Service

CHAPEL 1:15-1:45PM Buses depart the school for the conference hotels.
9:00 - 10:00 AM Plenary Session Featuring Isak Pretorius

MEARS FALL ALL GUESTS MUST HAVE TICKETS IN ADVANCE
10:00-10:30 AM Morning Break TO ATTEND EVENING EVENTS. TICKETS ARE
1030~ TE40AN Workshop Block Feauring NOT AVAILABLE ON-SITE AT EVENING EVENTS.

IBSC Action Research Presentations PLEASE REGISTER YOUR GUESTS IN ADVANCE.

10:30 AM Presentation 1
11:10AM Presentation 2

11:40 AM - 12:00 NOON Break

12:00-1:00PM  Workshop Block 4

1:00-2:00PM Lunch
TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL

2:00-3:30PM  Plenary Session Featuring Leila Fourie
IBSC Action Research Award
MEARS HALL

3:30 - 3:45PM  Buses depart the school for the conference hotels.
5:00-5:30PM  Buses depart the conference hotels for the school.
GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

6:00 -9:00PM Gala Dinner
TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL

7:00 - 9:00PM  Buses depart the Gala Dinner for the conference hotels
every 30 minutes.

Spirit at Saints
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CONFERENCE INFORMATION

SUKUMA, UYE PHAMBILI- RISE UP, WALK FORWARD

We chose our conference theme to recognize the
50th anniversary of the Soweto Uprising on June 16,
1976, when the youth of South Africa stood up to
demand an equal education for all. We look back on
the fateful day when many young people lost their
lives fighting for a better life—and we look forward
to building a new and better world together.

Today’s struggles are just as meaningful in a world
where boys must navigate their way to manhood
while facing the challenges of standing up for the
better use of our earth’s resources, the protection
of the value of women and men, and the need to
care for others as we care for ourselves. It speaks
to the need for respect, care, and protection

in communities and thus draws on the African
concept of ubuntu—| am, because you are.

Above: St. Stithians Chapel
Right: Brotherhood at Saints
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The circular shape of the dots
arranged in the logo is inspired by the
idea of ubuntu, with the individual and
the community intrinsically reliant on
each other. From the center, further
circles of dots and the points at the
end grow progressively larger, rising
up and walking forward, echoing

the journey of boys becoming men.
The full shape brings to mind the
rising African sun, a symbol of hope,
strength, growth, and positive change.

General Overview

St. Stithians College: A Historical
Sketch From a Rector’s Vantage Point
Albert Collins, William Mountstephens,
and Gilbert Tucker planted the seed
that grew into the sturdy tree of St.
Stithians College. The first two men
were 19th century immigrants from
Cornwall, England, who developed

a successful construction business

in the burgeoning mining city of
Johannesburg during the first
decades of the 20th century.

Gilbert Tucker was their accountant.
In 1937, Collins died, but the other two
men kept alive the idea of a school,
forming a trust in 1941 to achieve this
purpose and naming it Stithians—

in celebration of the birthplace of
Albert Collins in Cornwall, England.
Collins and Mountstephens were
staunch Methodists and generous
philanthropists.

Tucker’s inspiration for St. Stithians
College came from the Methodist
school he had attended as a boy,
Kingswood College in Grahamstown,
founded in 1894. The Methodist
Church of Southern Africa has played
a significant role in the life of St.
Stithians College since the school’s
earliest days.

In 1943, the Stithians trustees
purchased a sizable property—a
portion of the farm Driefontein—in the
semirural farming and small-holding
district north of Johannesburg. With
multiple obstacles to overcome,

it would take a decade before St.
Stithians College opened its doors in
January 1953.



It is striking that two of the three
founders died before they could see
their school in operation. People of
vision who take a long view often

do not see the fruit of their labors
realized. The absence of short-

term gain does not dampen their
enthusiasm. Their idea lit a flame
and a group of men and women
took the flame and founded a boys’
school consisting of a college and a
preparatory school. Complementing
the courage, enthusiasm, and
determination of the founders, the
Foundation Stone on the chapel wall
carries the delightful description of a
school founded “in happy fulfillment.”

The growth mindset prevalent at St.
Stithians College in the mid-1990s
gave rise to the bold and innovative
decision to build two girls’ schools,
junior and senior, on the campus.
While subject to the single governing
authority of the St. Stithians College
Council, they would have their own
heads of school.

And so the coordinate model was
born—an educational space that
combines single-sex schooling of
boys and girls on the same campus,
with the prospect of collaboration
and co-instruction between the four
schools. No other South African boys’
or girls’ independent school has taken
a similar step, making St. Stithians a
unique institution in the country.

www.stithian.com/about/history

Djembe jitas, traditional
African drums

DOWNLOAD THE 2026 IBSC
ANNUAL CONFERENCE MOBILE APP!

Navigate the event like a pro with the
2026 IBSC Annual Conference mobile app,
powered by

Use the 2026 IBSC app to:

Get organized with up-to-the-minute
speaker and event information.
Receive real-time messages from IBSC.

Build a personalized schedule and
bookmark workshops.

Take notes and download workshop
materials.

Stay in the know and engage in
social media.

Connect with colleagues through
the Friends feature.

Share your photos and experiences
with the Activity Feed.

And much more!

Simple Steps to Download the App
SEARCH: The App Store or Google Play for “IBSC Events.”

For all other devices (including Windows and
other web-browser-enabled devices): While on
your smartphone, point your mobile browser to

to download
the proper version for your device.

Please contact
with any questions.

SUNUMA, UYE PRAMBIL
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http://core-apps.com
https://m.core-apps.com/dl/ibsc2026
mailto:support%40core-apps.com?subject=
http://www.stithian.com/about/history

CONFERENCE INFORMATION (conmuen)

Conference Contact Details

For assistance during conference
hours, the Information Desk in the
tent on Dlamini Oval offers support
throughout the conference.

St. Stithians College Address
40 Peter Place

Lyme Park

Sandton

+27-11-5776000
www.stithian.com

Conference Hotels

Garden Court Sandton City
Corner of West and Maude Streets
Sandton

+27 11 269 7000
www.southernsun.com/garden-
court-sandton-city

Southern Sun Sandton

123 Rivonia Road

Sandton

+27 11 282 0000
www.southernsun.com/southern-
sun-sandton

Conference hotels are conveniently
located within walking distance

of the Sandton Gautrain station.
Sandton has a wide selection of
excellent restaurants at Nelson
Mandela Square, within easy walking
distance of the hotels. Reservations
are recommended to secure preferred
seating, particularly for popular
venues such as Trumps Grillhouse,
well known for its South African
steaks (walk-ins are accommodated
subject to availability). Book via the
Dineplan App or the restaurant’s
website. Sandton City, immediately
adjacent to Nelson Mandela Square,
offers an extensive variety of retail
experiences boasting local and
international fare.

6 MM #IBSCAC

We don’t have lions roaming the
streets, but traffic lights and stop
signs have become decorative rather
than mandatory in recent years. Look
both ways before crossing, even if the
light is green! We also recommend
you keep mobile phones and other
valuables out of sight when out and
about, just like in any major city.

Conference Registration
Registration for attendees, workshop
presenters, and spouses/partners runs
1:00 - 3:00 PM Monday in the main
tent on Dlamini Oval. After checking
in, enjoy a student-led tour of campus
before the opening plenary session.

Workshop Presenters

After checking in at registration, all
workshop presenters can visit the
Workshop Support Desk located in
SCS5 to review room assignments,
technology resources, and logistics.

Meals and Snacks

Enjoy a continental breakfast and a
diverse lunch selection during the
conference. Find snacks, refreshing
beverages, and coffee drinks
available at convenient locations
across campus during breaks. We've
planned for a range of dietary needs,
including common allergies. If you
indicated special dietary requirements
on your registration form and have
any questions, please speak with a
member of the catering team.

IT Hub, Wi-Fi Services, and
Support

Throughout the conference, St.
Stithians College offers Wi-Fi across
campus. Find the IT Hub located

in the Boys’ College Library. Our

IT colleagues can help you with all
technology matters.

Wi-Fi SSID/Network: Conference
Password: IBSC2026

Quiet Space

Throughout the conference you may
visit the Boys’ College staff room for
a quiet place to review a presentation,
send an email, or read.

Prayer and Reflection

Should you wish for a quiet space for
prayer or reflection, please visit our
Chapel in the Boys’ College or the
outdoor Chapel at the Girls’ College.

Conference Dress Code and
Lanyards

Smart-casual attire is appropriate for
all conference events. We recommend
comfortable shoes throughout the
conference.

To ensure site security, always wear
your lanyard at the school and
when attending conference events.

The color of the lanyard helps you
identify St. Stithians staff and IBSC
trustees:

WHITE LANYARD: conference attendee
NAVY LANYARD: St. Stithians faculty/staff
MAROON LANYARD: IBSC staff and trustees
BRIGHT BLUE LANYARD: volunteer helper

OR Tambo International Airport
OR Tambo International Airport is
located about 30 kilometers from

the Garden Court Sandton City

and Southern Sun Sandton hotels.
We recommend using the Gautrain
(www.gautrain.co.za) to transfer from
the airport to the hotels. The Gautrain
accepts Mastercard and Visa for
payment. It is a short walk between
the Sandton Gautrain station and the
hotels. Alternatively, we recommend
car service, Uber, Bolt, or metered taxi.



https://www.stithian.com/
https://www.southernsun.com/garden-court-sandton-city
https://www.southernsun.com/garden-court-sandton-city
https://www.southernsun.com/southern-sun-sandton
https://www.southernsun.com/southern-sun-sandton
https://www.gautrain.co.za/

Transportation

St. Stithians College is approximately
6 kilometers from the Garden Court
Sandton City and the Southern Sun
Sandton hotels. Buses transport
attendees between the college and
the conference hotels each day of the
conference. Please look for the white
LuxLiner buses and on-site personnel
to assist.

Parking at St. Stithians

Parking is available at St. Stithians
College. Please see the campus map
for details.

Public Transport

We recommend using conference
buses, Uber, Bolt, or metered taxis to
travel to and from the conference each
day. We do not recommend hailing
minibus taxis on an ad hoc basis.

Sustainability

We have made a conscious effort to
minimize waste and endeavor to be as
carbon neutral as possible. St. Stithians
has a recycling center on campus and
all waste is processed through this
center. Water on campus is sourced
from our purification plant situated near
the Corlett Gate, making all water on
campus potable. We have deliberately
purchased recyclable or compostable
products wherever possible. Clearly
marked waste receptacles are located
throughout our campus, so please place
waste in the appropriate locations.

Luggage

On Thursday, there will be space
available to store luggage in classroom
JB21 the Jubilee Block adjacent to
Mears Hall.

Emergency Information
Throughout the conference you can
find a registered nurse in the clinic
at the Design and Technology Block
on the east side of the Baytopp
Field. Please direct all minor health
concerns during business hours to
the medical staff on duty by phoning
(+27)11 577 6425.

AED devices are in major buildings
throughout campus.

Dial the following numbers
to report emergencies.

o St. Stithians Security
(fire, security threat)
e Control room landline
(+27)11 577 6332
e Control room cellphone
(+27)81 042 8874
e Site supervisor cellphone
(+27)83 789 1427

o Mpilo Emergency Medical
Services (medical emergency)
e Paramedics
(+27)83 305 6207
e Sister Phumzile Mlangeni
(+27)79 773 0608

Crisis Management
If a threat occurs, the following
situations may be necessary.

e Lockdown: Go to a safe spot
in Mears Hall until further
notice is given.

e Evacuation: Move outdoors to
a designated assembly point
as soon as possible.

TO ENSURE SITE SECURITY, ALWAYS WEAR YOUR LANYARD
AT THE SCHOOL AND WHEN ATTENDING CONFERENCE EVENTS.

OPTIONAL
MORNING ACTIVITIES

Engage in one of these optional
activities before regular conference
programming starts on Tuesday
and Wednesday. You must be
registered for the 2026 IBSC
Annual Conference or Spouse/
Partner Program to participate.

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR EACH.
SPACE IS LIMITED.

Select one of the following
dates and activities.

Tuesday, 7:30 - 8:45 AM
Wednesday, 7:30 - 8:45 AM

Buses depart the conference
hotels at 6:30 AM each morning

to transport you to St. Stithians.
Then meet at Wylde Amphitheatre.

€®» Learn to Play the Marimba

Learn to play in a marimba band with
composer in residence Mike Sibanda.

€@ Historical Walk

Take a guided tour of the St.
Stithians campus with Alistair
Stewart, including highlights of the
history of the school and seeing the
1:1 scale replica of Nelson Mandela's
prison cell.

€@ Run on Campus

For athletes, walkers, or anyone
who wants to relax, take a run
through the campus without having
to negotiate vehicle traffic. Please
pack a change of clothes. You may
use school locker rooms to shower
and change, with towels provided.

M #IBSCAC 7



SPOUSE/PARTNER PROGRAM

8:30 AM
Buses depart the conference hotels
for spouse/partner program.

GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

Registered spouses and partners
are invited to join attendees for the
Monday and Thursday conference
program, along with the Gala Dinner
on Wednesday evening. See the
schedule below for the Tuesday

and Wednesday activities planned
specifically for the spouse/partner
program.

Please plan your dress and footwear
accordingly to allow for any weather
and your comfort.

MONDAY, JUNE 29

12:30 - 2:00 PM
Buses depart the conference hotels
for the school.

GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

1:00 - 3:00 PM
Registration, School Tour, and
Refreshments

TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Opening Plenary Session Featuring
Seth Sandile Mazibuko

MEARS HALL

5:00 - 8:00 PM
Welcome Reception
TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL

6:00 - 8:00 PM
Buses depart the school for the
conference hotels every 30 minutes.

8 MM #IBSCAC

9:00 AM - 12:00 NOON

Soweto, Vilakazi Street, Mandela House,
and Hector Pieterson Museum

Visit the iconic area of Soweto (meaning
Southwestern Township), home to Vilakazi
Street. A globally renowned historic hub,

Vilakazi Street is the only street in the world
where two Nobel Peace Prize Laureates lived:

Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

This richly diverse, vibrant, bustling street

features Mandela House Museum and authentic

restaurants like Sakhumzi. It serves as a key,
energetic tourist destination reflecting South
Africa’s history.

The nearby Hector Pieterson Memorial and
Museum commemorates the role of students
in the fight against Apartheid in South Africa
and preserves the memory of the 1976 Soweto
uprisings.

12:00 - 2:00 PM
Lunch
Four Seasons Westcliff

Set high up on the rocky Witwatersrand,

The Westcliff Hotel feels like a chic hillside
village despite its location in the middle of
South Africa’s largest city. Take a ride up the
glass elevator to view the nine sun-splashed
villas woven with courtyards, fountains, and
gardens, or simply step out onto a balcony to
enjoy a quiet moment to admire the endless
treetops that stretch out before you.

2:00 - 4:00 PM
Victoria Yards and Gallery in Rosebank

Visit Victoria Yards, which aims to redefine
the Johannesburg inner-city landscape. It is a
lively community of approximately 50 creative
tenants. There is a Gin Distillery for tasting and
a tour. Originally a New York style laundry, the
property has a rich history dating back to 1913.
The 20,000-square-meter site has undergone
many additions and transformations over the
past 100+ years. This dedicated space for
artisans and craftspeople to create, share, and
work hosts the artist James Delaney, Tshepo

Mohlala of TSHEPO Jeans, and creative tenants.

Take the opportunity to purchase unique and
authentic gifts to take home with you.

4:00PM
Buses depart for the conference hotels.

Evening on Your Own

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1

8:00 AM
Buses depart the conference hotels
for spouse/partner program.

GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

8:30 - 11:30 AM
Ann van Dyk Cheetah Centre for
Conservation and Research

The Ann van Dyk Cheetah Centre, founded in
1971 and renamed in 2010 to honor its founder,
is a nonprofit conservation facility dedicated
to the survival of cheetahs and other
endangered species. It offers daily guided
tours and special cheetah runs, showcasing
animals such as cheetahs, King Cheetahs,
African wild dogs, caracals, and vultures. The
centre is renowned for its breeding program
that ensures genetic diversity, the successful
release of captive-born cheetahs, and its
academic contributions with over 80 research
publications. Now led by Ann’s nephew, Eric
van Dyk, the centre continues her vision,
relying on donations, sponsorship, tours, and
adoption programs to sustain its conservation
efforts. How about adopting a Wild Child?

12:00 - 2:00 PM
Lunch
Silver Orange Bistro

Enjoy contemporary South African cuisine at
Silver Orange Bistro, an exceptional restaurant
set in Hartbeespoort on a lush, green

citrus orchard called Altyd Mooi (Afrikaans

for “always beautiful”) run by the same

family since 1978. Silver Orange Bistro was
established in 2004. With strong European
influences and African flair, each dish is
carefully created with flavors that complement
one another. Using fresh, local ingredients, the
menu changes with the season.

2:00 - 4:00 PM
Cradle Boutique Hotel, Malapa

After lunch, journey to the Cradle Boutique
Hotel, located within the Greater Cradle
Nature Reserve. The privately owned
9,000-hectare UNESCO World Heritage Site
is a unique ecotourism destination boasting
two active paleoanthropological sites still
unearthing both hominid and animal fossils.
Visit the Malapa Museum and take a game
drive through the Greater Cradle Nature
Reserve.

4:00 PM
Buses depart for the conference hotels.



WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, CONTINUED

5:00 - 5:30 PM
Buses depart the conference hotels for
the Gala Dinner at the school.

GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

6:00 - 9:00 PM
Gala Dinner
TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL

7:00 - 9:00 PM
Buses depart the Gala Dinner for the
conference hotels every 30 minutes.

THURSDAY, JULY 2

7:30 - 8:15 AM
Buses depart the conference hotels
for the school.

GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

9:00 - 10:00 AM

Workshop Block 5

10:00 - 10:15 AM
Morning Break

10:15-11:15AM
Workshop Block 6

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Closing Plenary Session Featuring
Alex van den Heever and Renias Mhlongo

MEARS HALL

1:00 - 1:45PM
Grab-and-Go Lunch

TENT ON DLAMINI QVAL
115-1:45PM

Buses depart the school for the
conference hotels.

HIGHLIGHTS

2026 1BSC HAWLEY-JARVIS AWARD

In 1995, Richard Hawley and Tony Jarvis helped
set the IBSC goal of celebrating the lives and
education of boys. The spirit of these two
experienced school leaders and master teachers
continues to inspire our work. The IBSC

Board of Trustees created this award to honor
educators whose selfless service furthers best
practices in boys’ education and advances the
professional development of boys’ educators.

Join us Tuesday at 3:15 PM to honor
this year’s recipient Andrew Stark.

The IBSC community extends its heartfelt
gratitude to Andrew Stark for his distinguished
39-year career and unwavering commitment
to boys’ education. A passionate advocate
and long-time leader at The Southport School
(Australia), Andrew’s impact spans nearly
three decades of specialization, including

his pivotal role in hosting the 2018 IBSC
Annual Conference and establishing the TSS
Research Fellows’ Program. An alumnus of
the IBSC Action Research Program and a
frequent conference presenter, he has been
instrumental in fostering a culture of inquiry
and professional development. Following his
retirement in April 2026, we celebrate his
enduring legacy and his continued dedication
to the advancement of global boys’ education.
Find his biography at

@ X #1BSCAC 9


https://www.theibsc.org/

IBSC ACTION RESEARCH PROGRAM

FOUNDATIONS FOR LEARNING: FACILITATING BOYS’ EXECUTIVE
FUNCTION AND SELF-REGULATION IN THE CLASSROOM

Since 2005, the IBSC Action Research Program has
promoted collaboration among educators in member
schools worldwide. Each year, researchers complete
projects and report their findings at the IBSC Annual
Conference. More than 575 researchers have participated
in the program, many becoming instructional leaders for

WATCH THE IBSC ACTION RESEARCH action research in their schools and presenting research

at conferences worldwide. View past reports and videos

VIDEOS AT WWW_ THEIBS[_ORG_ at www.theibsc.org and find out how you can participate

in the IBSC Action Research Program.

Congratulations to the 2025-26 action researchers for
their outstanding projects focused on the theme,
Foundations for Learning: Facilitating Boys’ Executive
Function and Self-Regulation in the Classroom.

IBSC ACTION RESEARCHERS PRESENT THEIR CUSTOMIZED RESEARCH FINDINGS
DURING WORKSHOP BLOCK 3. SEE PAGE 24 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

PROGRAM COORDINATOR TEAM ADVISORS

Di Laycock Kori Brown Bryan Dunn
IBSC Action Research The Haverford School The Roxbury Latin School
Coordinator and Editor (United States) (United States)

Polly Higgins Luke Rawle
Longridge Towers School Toowoomba Grammar School
(United Kingdom) (Australia)

10 MM #IBSCAC
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2026 IBSC ACTION RESEARCH COHORT

Laura Ambrogi Chloe Johnson

St. Christopher’s School Aylesbury Grammar School
(United States) (United Kingdom)
Maryalice Aymong Kathryn Jones

The Buckley School Bishop Vesey's Grammar
(United States) School (United Kingdom)
Kelsey Barwick Gina Kay

St. John's College (South Africa)  Crescent School (Canada)
Stephan Bauer Brisa Kress

St. David's Marist Inanda Town School for Boys
(South Africa) (United States)

Heloise Boyer-Robert Nicole Lemcke

St. Bernard's School Shore School (Australia)
(United States) Linda Liu

Amberley Bremner St. Mark’s School of Texas
Scotch College (Australia) (United States)

Libby Byrnes John MacLean
Montgomery Bell Academy The Scots College (Australia)
(United States)

) ) Nilesh Naran
Justin Chmiel Wellington College
Archbishop Moeller High School (New Zealand)

(United States) Chanel Nijmeh

Ben Clausen Belmont Hill School
Rathkeale College (New Zealand) (United States)

Kelsie Copeman Alexander Pateman

The Haverford School Harrow School

(United States) (United Kingdom)
Madeleine Dwyer Mugsy Quinn

Brighton Grammar School St. Stithians Boys' Preparatory
(Australia) School (South Africa)
Kaitlin Emerson Carlos Ramirez

Brisbane Grammar School Colegio Alpamayo (Peru)
(Australia) Fiona Roil

Emily Evans Lindisfarne College

St. Paul's School (United Kingdom)  (New Zealand)
Alexander Falberg George Pritchard Rowe
The Browning School Watford Grammar School
(United States) for Boys (United Kingdom)
Colleen Ferguson Varinder Singh

Upper Canada College (Canada) Mayo College (India)
Catriona Gallienne Amanda Sutherland

The Sterling Hall School Hale School (Australia)
(Canada)

Melanie Taylor

Geruan Geldenhuys The King's School (Australia)
St. Stithians Boys' College Abby Varley

h Afri
(Sou-t rica) Toowoomba Grammar School
Gabi Grant (Australia)

Dr. Challoner's Grammar School

(United Kingdom) Edward Watson

Woodberry Forest School

Terri-Lee Hurd (United States)
The Southport School (Australia)

Noma Zondi
Mikaela Janes Highbury Preparatory School
Trinity Grammar School (South Africa)

(Australia)

2025-26 IBSCASPIRING
LEADERS' COLLOQUIA

Congratulations to the inaugural IBSC
Aspiring Leaders’ Colloquia cohort!
These individuals recently completed
the 10-month program dedicated to
leadership in boys’ schools.

John Allen
Waverley College
(Australia)

Ryan Brewer
St. Mark's School of Texas
(United States)

Christine Brookbank
Archbishop Moeller High School
(United States)

Ben Charpentier
Montgomery Bell Academy
(United States)

Joe Cummings
Memphis University School
(United States)

Andrew Jirik
St. Patrick’s College, Ballarat
(Australia)

Joseph LaLiberte
Belmont Hill School
(United States)

Lauren Logan
St. Mark's School of Texas
(United States)

Quentin Moore
St. Christopher’s School
(United States)

David Smith
The Roxbury Latin School
(United States)

Trevor Stern
Avon Old Farms School
(United States)

Anthony Taranto
Melbourne Grammar School
(Australia)

Andrew Triggs
Montgomery Bell Academy
(United States)

Chris Webb
Avon Old Farms School
(United States)
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PLENARY SESSION SPEAKERS

ALL PLENARY SESSIONS
TAKE PLACE IN MEARS HALL
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

12 M #IBSCAC

Seth Sandile Mazibuko

From Stone Throwing to
Stone Breaking and Now
to Stone Gathering

MONDAY, JUNE 29 | 3:00 PM

Seth Sandile Mazibuko was the
youngest leader of the South African
Students’ Organisation that planned
and led the Soweto uprising and
student march on June 16, 1976.

He was also the youngest political
prisoner held captive on Robben
Island Prison in the 1970s and "80s.

Raised and educated in Soweto, the
then 16-year-old was arrested in July
1976 and held in solitary confinement
for 18 months before being charged,
tried, and sent to Robben Island

for seven years. While imprisoned,
Mazibuko completed his Matric
(grade 12) through correspondence
and then earned his bachelor's degree
in education from the University of
Southern Africa (UNISA).

After his release from Robben Island,
he worked as a teacher at St. Ansgar’s
College and Bophelo Institute and
later became the principal of Bophelo
Institute, Mike Morrison College, and
First National College.

Mazibuko is the COO of Moral
Regeneration Movement. He was

the final chairperson of the Release
Mandela Campaign and has served
in the Free the Children Alliance,

the Human Rights Commission,
Committee on Immigrants and
Xenophobia, and as chancellor of the
June 16 Development Foundation.

Zeblon Zenzele Vilakazi

The Real Question Is Not
What Young Men Achieve,
But Who They Become

TUESDAY, JUNE 30 | 9:00 AM

Zeblon Zenzele Vilakazi has served as
vice-chancellor and principal of the
University of the Witwatersrand since
January 2021. A distinguished nuclear
physicist by training, he grounds his
leadership in the belief that universities
must combine academic excellence with
real-world impact and graduates should
leave not only highly skilled but also
socially conscious.

Vilakazi completed his PhD at Wits in
1998, then went on to a postdoctoral
fellowship at CERN in Geneva. In 1999,
he joined the University of Cape Town,
where he established South Africa’s
first experimental high-energy physics
research group, contributing to the
ALICE experiment (A Large lon Collider
Experiment) at the Large Hadron
Collider. He has held senior leadership
roles at the Nuclear Energy Corporation
of South Africa and at iThemba LABS.

Vilakazi sat at the helm as Wits

marked its centenary in 2022, guiding
the university through its 100-year
milestone while positioning it for its
next century of impact, innovation, and
global engagement. He has worked with
the International Atomic Energy Agency
and the International Union of Pure

and Applied Physics. In 2010, he was
named a Young Global Leader by the
World Economic Forum. In 2022, he was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society

of London, one of the highest honors in
global science.



Drum Busters

Connecting Teams
Through Rhythm

TUESDAY, JUNE 30 | 10:45 AM

THIS PLENARY SESSION TAKES PLACE
IN WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE.

All attendees get to engage in the
Drum Busters djembe workshop.
More than entertainment, this shared
experience connects people. Drum
Busters is a leading South African
experiential company specializing

in interactive African drumming
programs designed to unite people
through participation. Working
alongside professional performers,
facilitators, and master drummers,
Drum Busters transforms audiences
into active participants, creating
unforgettable experiences that inspire
collaboration, communication, and
leadership. Because when people
create rhythm together, barriers
disappear and teams discover what
they can achieve as one.

Sibusiso Sizatu
All Hands on Deck
TUESDAY, JUNE30 | 3:15PM

Accomplished sailor Sibusiso Sizatu

is a highly skilled helm and tactician
recognized for his leadership and
strategic approach on the water. His
impressive track record in competitive
sailing includes multiple notable
results at international championships.
After an impressive podium finish in
the 2023 Cape2Rio race, he skippered
the Alexforbes Angel Wings crew to
victory in the 2025 Cape2Rio race.

As an instructor at the Royal Cape
Yacht Club (RCYC) Sailing Academy,
Sizatu is passionate about mentoring
young sailors and inspiring the next
generation to take up the sport. The
award-winning documentary Ukuwela
tells the story of his journey to success
and highlights his dedication to sailing
and mentorship.

Outside sailing, Sizatu enjoys running,
soccer, and spending time with his
family. He draws inspiration from

elite sailors such as Pete Burling, the
youngest helm to win the America’s
Cup, and mentors who have shaped
his own sailing journey. Known for

his unpredictable style on the water,
Sizatu thrives in challenging conditions
and embraces every opportunity to
grow and share his knowledge.

His commitment to his crew and
making sailing accessible to all
underscores his philosophy: The
sport is open to everyone and anyone
can achieve success with passion,
dedication, and teamwork.

Isak Pretorius

Deep Gratitude
WEDNESDAY, JULY1 | 9:00 AM

Isak Pretorius is a seasoned African
executive and humanitarian leader with
over 20 years of experience driving
social impact, economic development,
and cross-sector partnerships across
the continent. He currently serves as
group CEO of ForAfrika, an African-
founded and -led organization that has
spent over 40 years making an impact
across the continent and highlighting a
vision to see Africa thrive.

A passionate advocate for Africa’s
growth, Pretorius is recognized for
bridging the gap between nonprofit
and for-profit sectors to deliver
sustainable development. He has
advised governments, global donors,
NGOs, and businesses on designing
high-impact, scalable strategies

that support African communities,
economies, and ecosystems.

A respected global speaker, Pretorius
has riveted audiences at TEDX, the
United Nations, the Clinton Global
Initiative, and other prominent business
and development forums.

A long-standing member of the Young
Presidents’ Organization (YPO),
Pretorius currently serves as Africa
regional chair meritus and chair of the
Global Deal Network. He received the
group’s impressive YPO Africa Impact
Award.
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PLENARY SESSION SPEAKERS

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Leila Fourie

Boys in the Global Economy
WEDNESDAY, JULYT | 2:00 PM

Johannesburg Stock Exchange Group
CEO Leila Fourie has over 30 years of
international experience, primarily in
financial services. Along with serving
on multiple boards and holding senior
roles in banking, capital markets,

and payments, she was the inaugural
co-chair for the United Nations Global
Investors for Sustainable Development
convened by the UN secretary general
in 2019 and was appointed to the UN
Global Compact Board in June 2024.

Previously Fourie served as the
executive responsible for consumer
finance at Australia’s largest bank.
Before moving to Australia, Fourie
worked for one of South Africa’s
largest banks, Standard Bank. During
this time, she served as chairman

on the board of Diners Club and a
member on Discover’s Chicago-based
Diners Club International Advisory
Board. Fourie started in Standard
Bank’s Investment Bank as global
director credit analytics, capital, and
portfolio management for South
Africa, United Kingdom, Hong Kong,
Russia, Brazil, and Argentina.

Fourie won the Economic Society
South Africa Founders’ award in 2012
for best master’s economics thesis in
the country. Standard Bank named
Fourie Business Woman of the Year in
2021 and the Women in Tech® Global
Awards honored her with the Women
in Technology Lifetime Achievement
Award in 2024.

14 M4 #IBSCAC

Alex van den Heever
and Renias Mhlongo

The Power of Relationships

THURSDAY, JULY 2 | 11:30 AM

In the late 19th century, Alex van den
Heever's family was instrumental in
establishing Afrikaans as an official
language in South Africa, a language
associated with oppression. Growing
up, van den Heever experienced all
the privilege and material benefit

of the Apartheid regime's policies.
Renias Mhlongo is from a family

of hunter-gatherers in the greater
Kruger National Park. Apartheid
segregation laws forced them from
their land. Refusing to be educated

in the oppressor's language, Mhlongo
abandoned school at age 10—destined
for a life of poverty.

ALL PLENARY SESSIONS
TAKE PLACE IN MEARS HALL
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

Years later, van den Heever and
Mhlongo were thrown together as
guide and tracker at Londolozi Game
Reserve to lead safaris for discerning
travelers. Their 30-year journey
together has taken them from tracking
leopards at Londolozi Game Reserve to
following grizzly bears in Yellowstone
National Park and speaking
internationally.

Van den Heever and Mhlongo have
been the subjects of several TV news
documentaries, most notably by CNN
International. These two men have
broken through the barriers of their
backgrounds and formed a bond that
has changed both their lives forever.
They co-own Kruger Untamed safari
camps in Kruger National Park. Many
view this relationship as a model in a
democratic South Africa.



MONDAY, JUNE 29

1230-2:00PM Buses depart the conference GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
hotels for the school. SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

1:00 - 3:00 PM Registration, School Tour, and Refreshments TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL

3:00-5:00 PM Opening Plenary Session MEARS HALL
Featuring Seth Sandile Mazibuko

5:00 - 8:00 PM Welcome Reception DLAMINI OVAL
Esigcawini—The Place of Meeting
Join us under the main tent on campus, Esigcawini,
for our welcome reception. Enjoy live music, festive

food and drink, and a dose of good cheer as we gather
together to celebrate. The dress code is “come as you are.”

6:00 - 8:00 PM Buses depart the school for the conference
hotels every 30 minutes.

Aerial view of St. Stithians College

I #IBSCAC 15
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TUESDAY, JUNE 30

6:30 - 8:15AM Buses depart the conference GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
hotels for the school. SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

7:30 - 8:45 AM Optional Morning Activity: WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE
Learn to Play the Marimba
See page 7 for details. Preregistration required.

7:30 - 8:45 AM Optional Morning Activity: Historical Walk WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE
See page 7 for details. Preregistration required.

7:30 - 8:45 AM Optional Morning Activity: Run on Campus WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE
See page 7 for details. Preregistration required.

9:00-10:30AM  Plenary Session Featuring Zeblon Zenzele Vilakazi MEARS HALL
IBSC Update

10:30 - 10:45 AM

Morning Break

10:45-11:30 AM

Plenary Session Featuring Drum Busters WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE

11:45 AM - 12:45PM Workshop Block 1

1:45-1:45PM  Lunch TENT ON DLAMINI QVAL

2:00 - 3:00 PM Workshop Block 2

3:00 - 3:15PM Afternoon Break

3:15-4:30 PM Plenary Session Featuring Sibusiso Sizatu MEARS HALL
2026 IBSC Hawley-Jarvis Award

4:30 - 4:45PM Buses depart the school for the conference hotels.
Evening on Your Own

The Five Stones at

Boys’ Preparatory




WORKSHOP BLOCK 1

11:45 AM - 12:45PM

AGENCY AND IMPACT

Degrading or De-Grading:
Rethinking Assessment in

Boys’ Schools

Teachers tend to see grades as an
assumed part of every classroom
meant to sort students and report
progress. Come explore the research
behind grades and their impact on
motivation, self-efficacy, autonomy,
and mastery. Hear a secondary
English teacher share his experience
(successes, failures, and everything
in between) with de-grading his
classroom to assess boys more
authentically.

PRESENTER: Eric Eble, Archbishop
Moeller High School (United States)
APPEAL: [ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 51

Stress Management and

How to Cultivate Happiness
Journey with David Hansen as he
tells his story on stress. Look at what
stress actually is and how it impacts
us emotionally and mentally. Gain
practical tools to handle life’s stress
through mindfulness, breathwork, and
meditation. Uncover how to cultivate
a sense of happiness in order to live a
more fulfilling and meaningful life.
PRESENTER: David Hansen, Jeppe High
School for Boys (South Africa)

APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 47

LOWER/PRIMARY SCHOOL (AGES 5-12) [S1UPPER/SENIOR SCHOOL (AGES 15-19)

X1 MIDDLE SCHOOL (AGES 12-15) ALL AGES

CONNECTION AND
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Achilles HEAL: A Restorative
Justice Framework to Turn
Weakness to Strength
Developed in collaboration with
the Harvard Graduate School of
Education, the Achilles HEAL
(honesty, empathy, accountability,
and love) framework offers a way
to move through various stages of
restorative justice in schools and
communities. The connection to
the story of Achilles from Greek
mythology embodies turning
community weakness into strength.
PRESENTER: Christian Garris, Nativity
Preparatory School New Bedford
(United States)

APPEAL: I KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 48

Belonging in a Boys' School:
Culture and Choice in Building
Student Connection

What makes boys feel that they
belong? Draw on research from St.
Mark’s School of Texas to explore
how academic identity, student
involvement, and peer/faculty
relationships shape belonging in a
boys’ school. Engage with relevant
literature, discuss examples from your
school, and reflect on how schools
help boys rise into community and
walk forward with purpose.
PRESENTER: Josh Shandera, St. Mark’s
School of Texas (United States)
APPEAL: [®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 58

ATTENDEES MUST WEAR THEIR LANYARDS TO GET ADMITTED
TO ALL CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING SPECIAL EVENTS.

Helping the Mountains Speak:
Evidence-Based Character
Development Outdoors

Character development occurs

in a range of contexts in our

schools, the outdoors providing a
particularly rich context for character
development. Explore the evidence
for effective character development
in the outdoors, drawing on research,
experience leading programs, and
the voice of boys and staff.

PRESENTER: Andrew Mansfield, Shore
School (Australia)

APPEAL: [XI[®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 62

Inspiring the Whole Boy

Through the Whole Journey

At the intersection of understanding
teenage boys and practicing infinite
patience is a place where they feel
valued and choose to grow. Learn how
the advisory system at Avon Old Farms
shifts the focus from transactional
learning to mission-centered student
growth, inspiring students and
supporting them to be the best version
of themselves through the school’s
network of interconnected programs.
PRESENTERS: Jill Harrington and Heather
Callaghan, Avon Old Farms School
(United States)

APPEAL: I [®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 57

Meaning, Identity, Connection,
and Community Through
Spirituality and Well-Being
Explore the relevance of spirituality,
mindfulness, and well-being in a
boys’ school educational context,
promoting mindfulness for a deeper
understanding of self, others, and
healthy relationships. Spirituality,
well-being, and the development of
holistic education include identity,
character, and values. Engage

in fostering empathy, dignity,
accountability, social justice, gender
respect, and community.

PRESENTER: Chester Lord, Brighton
Grammar School (Australia)

APPEAL: [M KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 56
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 1

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM CONTINUED

Mentoring Gifted and High-Ability
Boys for Academic Potential

and Well-Being

Discover a practical mentoring model
that strengthens high-achieving boys’
identity, connection, and engagement.
Analyze real case studies and
hands-on tools as we explore how to
adapt research-informed strategies
to maximize academic excellence
while developing boys’ identity,
connection, and engagement. Ideal
for all educators, school leaders and
those working with gifted and high-
ability learners.

PRESENTERS: Sarah Williams and Brenda
McCullagh, St. Bede's College
(Australia)

APPEAL: [XI[¥] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 1

Packing Their Parachutes:
Preparing Boys to Land

Well in Life

When the safety net of school gets
removed, are our students ready

for the freefall? Explore how to

pack boys’ parachutes with core
internal competencies. Drawing from
ancient Indian wisdom and modern
psychology, examine practical
strategies for emotional management,
character development, and ethical
leadership—equipping boys to
navigate life confidently and land well.
PRESENTER: Anjali Pankaj Narayan, Mayo
College (India)

APPEAL: I KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 2

Raising Gentle Men:

How Can We Help Boys

Become Their Best Selves?

Hear how our Catholic Carmelite
school helps boys grow into gentle
men through an approach shaped by
faith and informed by contemporary
research. See how connection,
reflection, and service enable boys to
defy limiting stereotypes and emerge
as purposeful, compassionate young
men. Take time to consider how your
school context can nurture empathy
and integrity.

PRESENTERS: Tanya Vandervelde and Mark
Murphy, Whitefriars College (Australia)
APPEAL: X1 [®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 5

LEADERSHIP AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

From Mission to Message:

Telling Your School’s Story Well

Do you strategically communicate your
school’s identity to the outside world?
Then join us to explore how to identify
true and authentic points of difference
for your school, craft compelling
multimodal language to serve various
audiences, and use case studies to
discuss tools and experiences that
support cohesive internal and external
communication.

PRESENTER: Melissa Larocque, Belmont Hill
School (United States)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 3

KEEP LEARNING WITH IBSC COLLEAGUES
AFTER THE CONFERENCE. PARTICIPATE IN
ONLINE EVENTS AND CLASSES. GET MORE INFO
AT WWW.THEIBSC.ORG/CONFERENCES-EVENTS.



http://www.theibsc.org/conferences-events

Leveraging the Power of IBSC
Global Research in Your School
How can schools leverage the power
of IBSC global research to positively
impact our boys? Join members of
the IBSC Research Committee for

a panel discussion highlighting key
findings from recent IBSC global
initiatives and, more importantly,
showcasing examples of how boys’
schools are actively incorporating
this research into their curriculum,
pedagogy, and school culture.
PRESENTERS: Tim Bowden, Trinity
Grammar School (Australia); David
du Toit, St. Stithians Boys' College
(South Africa); Ross Featherston,

Brighton Grammar School (Australia);

Sally-Anne Huang, St. Paul's School
(United Kingdom); Kim Hudson, St.
Christopher’s School (United States);
Margot Pearce, Fairfield Country
Day School (United States); Andrew
Turner, Tauranga Boys' College

(New Zealand)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: HENNING BLOCK LECTURE THEATRE

Rise Up, Walk Forward:

Coaching for Character, Culture,
and Competitive Success

What happens when an athletic
program puts character before
trophies? At Saint David’s, prioritizing
sportsmanship, resilience, and
relationships has built not only better
boys—but better teams. Our 34
league titles and the fact that one

in four graduates become high
school captains prove that when

you coach for character, excellence
follows naturally.

PRESENTER: Pedro Morales, St. David's
School (United States)

APPEAL: M X KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 6

LOWER/PRIMARY SCHOOL (AGES 5-12) [S1UPPER/SENIOR SCHOOL (AGES 15-19)

X1 MIDDLE SCHOOL (AGES 12-15) ALL AGES

Walking Forward, Changing a
Culture: A Case Study Through
Classroom Observation

The culture of classroom observation
is nonexistent in many South African
independent boys’ schools, while
worldwide the practice is contentious.
The risks of not knowing what happens
in the “black box” of a classroom

are substantial and opportunities

for growth are missed. Get a report

of an ongoing project begun July
2025, informed by Kim Marshall (class
observations) and Chip and Dan Heath
(Switch).

PRESENTER: Peter Wright, St. John's
College (South Africa)

APPEAL: [XI[®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 3

TECHNOLOGY AND PEDAGOGY

Hackathons as Life Labs:
Preparing Boys for

Tomorrow's Challenges

Explore the role of hackathons in
fostering deep thinking, solution-
oriented mindsets, and technological
proficiency among students.

Draw from extensive experience in
organizing and facilitating hackathons
to demonstrate how these events
serve as powerful platforms for skills
development and innovation.
PRESENTER: Lulu Burger, St. Stithians
Boys' College (South Africa)

APPEAL: [XI[®] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 5

Tab Out, Think Deep:

How “Dumb” Tech Sparked
Better Learning

While laptops are ubiquitous in
modern classrooms, at Browning,

we observed that their presence has
not always enhanced engagement
or learning. Studentship is a core
skill we develop in our boys. Through
an action research project, we
investigated whether note-taking
tablets deepened learning. Join us to
learn what our data revealed and our
next steps.

PRESENTERS: Janetta Lien and Danielle
Passno, The Browning School
(United States)

APPEAL: [XII®] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 4

WORKSHOP BLOCK 2

2:00 - 3:00 PM

AGENCY AND IMPACT

Rising Differently: Empowering
Neurodiverse Boys to Learn,
Lead, and Thrive

Explore evidence-based, practical
strategies that support neurodiverse
boys in boys’ schools. Gain scalable
tools for executive functioning,
self-advocacy, and classroom
engagement while shifting learning
support from a deficit mindset to a
strengths-based model that develops
agency and belonging.

PRESENTER: Magdeline Tsolo, St. Stithians
Boys' College (South Africa)

APPEAL: (X[ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: ADVANCED

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 48

Sharing a New Education Model
to Inspire and Build Access and
Excellence for Boys

Listen to a new education story

of hope building social justice and
equity, a journey to belief and unity
across communities, of opening
doors to a school of access and
excellence. Consider our one-school,
two-campus model in your context,
including funding, difficulties, and
successes. Find renewed purpose

to step beyond your comfort zone
and learn how to take others with
you on the journey!

PRESENTERS: Mike Thiel, Lewis Manthata,
and Lara Klement, St. David's Marist
Inanda (South Africa)

APPEAL: (X[ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 1
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 2

2:00 - 3:00 PM CONTINUED

CONNECTION AND
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Advisory Redesign:

Executive Functioning,
Mentorship, and Leadership
Our redesigned advisory program
builds boys’ executive functioning
skills through practical tools,
strategies, and goal setting.
Structured mentorship pairs older
and younger boys to strengthen
organization, academic habits,
and connection while increasing
collaboration with faculty to

build strong interpersonal and
communication skills that endure
beyond the classroom.

PRESENTERS: Katie Anderson and Sarah
Allison, The Regis School of the
Sacred Heart (United States)
APPEAL: [X] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 47

Brave Hearts, Bold Minds:

How Vision Shaped Rugby
Performance and School Culture
Discover how The Scots College’s
vision—Brave Hearts, Bold Minds—
shaped a high-performance rugby
program for boys whose distinctive
style of play, alignment with the
college’s values, and use of data
delivered winning outcomes and
strengthened culture across the
college. It demonstrates how one
school program can catalyze school-
wide transformation.

PRESENTERS: Marcus Blackburn and

lan Lambert, The Scots College
(Australia)

APPEAL: [ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 62

Building Belonging Through

Our School Values

Learn how a K-12 school uses school
values, research, and appreciative
inquiry to design a whole-school
well-being and pluralism (Canada'’s
version of ubuntu!) strategy to create
a mandate to build school belonging.
Hear how we create dynamic

action plans and get examples

from our well-being and pluralism
programming at the whole-school,
cohort, and classroom levels.
PRESENTERS: Tina Jagdeo and Sam
McKinney, Upper Canada College
(Canada)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 57

Courage, Connection, and Culture:
Building Belonging Before

Day One

Explore how induction camps build
belonging, confidence, and school
culture from day one. Using Westlake
Boys High School as a case study, see
how shared experiences and student
leadership foster connection and set
up boys up for a successful transition.
PRESENTERS: Casey de Wit and Paul
Fordham, Westlake Boys High School
(New Zealand)

APPEAL: [XI[®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 56

Developing Agency in Boys:
Connecting Brain Science,
Character, and Daily Habits

How can we help boys turn
executive function skills into habits
of character that lead to success?
Learn about a research-informed
executive function scaffolding tool
grounded in brain science to help
build self-management skills for
setting and achieving goals. Discover
design insights, strategies for
implementation, outcome data,

and next steps.

PRESENTERS: Eliza Rosenbloom and Gabby
Reed, St. Mark's School of Texas
(United States)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 58



Grade 8 Expectations:

Exploring the Move From
Preparatory to High School

The move from preparatory to high
school marks a crucial time in boys’
lives. Explore collaborative research
delving into the experiences of boys
from St. John’s internal preparatory
compared to boys from The Ridge

(a feeder preparatory school) in their
move to the college in grade 8. Learn
about practices at both schools to
facilitate this time of change.
PRESENTERS: Kathryn McLachlan and

Nick Diana, St. John's College

(South Africa); Daniel McLachlan,
The Ridge School (South Africa)
APPEAL: M X KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 51

Teaching Controversial Issues

in Boys' Schools

Teaching controversial issues is
essential for preparing boys as
democratic citizens. Leverage
doctoral research and pupil
experience to examine pedagogical
approaches in boys' schools. Engage
in small-group work to apply a
practical framework to authentic
scenarios—from classrooms to sports
fields—to develop and take away
tested strategies.

PRESENTER: Callan Moore, St. Alban's
College (South Africa)

APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 5

LOWER/PRIMARY SCHOOL (AGES 5-12) [S1UPPER/SENIOR SCHOOL (AGES 15-19)

X1 MIDDLE SCHOOL (AGES 12-15) ALL AGES

Walking Together:

How Vocational Training for
Boys Can Help Build Meaning
Boys who do not experience
traditional notions of success at
school risk feelings of low self-worth
and disengage from learning. While
creating a sense of connection is
vital, so too is a sense of purpose.
Explore how, using vocational
engagement, we connect lower
decile boys to programs to develop
their relationships to learn, resulting
in higher levels of motivation and
connection.

PRESENTER: Biddy Duckham, Brighton
Grammar School (Australia)

APPEAL: [ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 4

LEADERSHIP AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Beyond Readiness: Using Early
Assessment to Predict Long-Term
Success in Boys

Early childhood admission
assessments can offer powerful
insight into boys’ long-term
development when viewed through
a longitudinal lens. Examine how
early learning behaviors, including
attention, task persistence, flexibility,
motivation, self-regulation, and
response to challenge, predict

later engagement, academic
independence, and success.

PRESENTERS: Heidi Gore and Faith Hunter,
The Buckley School (United States)
APPEAL: ™ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 4

Does Your Onboarding

Pass the Values Match Test?

Does your onboarding program
communicate your values through
words and design? How do you
balance sharing infinite information in
a finite time? Gain an understanding
of the design connection between
onboarding activities and your
school's values, learn strategies

that utilize participant-centric
methodologies, and connect
onboarding to long-term retention
efforts.

PRESENTERS: Corbett Simons and Jennifer
Liu, Town School for Boys (United
States)

APPEAL: EN KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 5

How School Leaders Can Create
Strategy That Truly Guides
Meaningful Progress

Many school strategies express broad
intentions but lack the clarity to
guide decisions. Explore strategy as
a set of deliberate choices about a
school’s future. When these choices
are clear and well expressed, leaders
gain focus and can move beyond
incremental improvement toward
meaningful progress.

PRESENTERS: Brad Entwistle and Andrew
Sculthorpe, imageseven; Chris Post,
The Boys' Latin School of Maryland
(United States)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 6

ATTENDEES MUST WEAR THEIR LANYARDS
TO GET ADMITTED TO ALL CONFERENCE
ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING SPECIAL EVENTS.
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 2

2:00 - 3:00 PM CONTINUED

Transforming Teacher Practice
Through Action Research

Since 2005, the IBSC Action Research
Program has impacted the work of
more than 500 educators in member
schools around the globe. Join us

to learn about action research and
the IBSC Action Research Program
structure. Hear from the leadership
team and past researchers about their
experiences and the positive change
action research has made to their
practice.

PRESENTERS: Di Laycock, IBSC Action
Researcher and Coordinator
(Australia); Kori Brown, The Haverford
School (United States); Bryan Dunn,
The Roxbury Latin School (United
States); Erna Goodier, St. Stithians
Boys' College (South Africa), Polly
Higgins, Longridge Towers School
(United Kingdom)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: HENNING BLOCK LECTURE THEATRE

When Legacy Takes Flight

Explore the organizational excellence
behind Mayo College’s 150th Founders
Day celebration attended by close to
10,000 people. Examine how strategic
foresight, competency-based task
allocation, and stakeholder cohesion
enabled the seamless execution of a
large-scale institutional event, offering
valuable insights into various facets of
educational leadership.

PRESENTERS: Saurav Sinha and Anjali
Pankaj Narayan, Mayo College (India)
APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 2

Outdoor classroom at
the Junior Preparatory

TECHNOLOGY AND PEDAGOGY

From Tools to Transformation:
Building Digital Learning
Ecologies

Al is reshaping how we live and learn.
Schools must maintain a future-
focused vision and find a balance that
places pedagogy before technology
while celebrating the power of Al.
Learn techniques to ensure students
develop critical-thinking skills. Gain an
ethical understanding and practical
ways for teachers to embrace cutting-
edge tools and technologies to create
a challenging curriculum.

PRESENTERS: Joanne Wheeler, Vinko

Shain, and Alan Jones, Christ Church
Grammar School (Australia)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 3

School-Wide Approach to
Delaying Student Ownership

of Personal Smart Devices

After the Australian government
announced a ban on social media for
under 16s, Hale School introduced

a delay to personal smart device
ownership. In 2025, Hale School
stated that all primary school and
early secondary school students

are not to own smart phones or
watches. Hear about the change
management process used and some
of the benefits and challenges of this
initiative.

PRESENTER: Dean Dell'Oro, Hale School
(Australia)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 3




WEDNESDAY, JULY 1

6:30 - 8:15AM Buses depart the conference GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
hotels for the school. SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

7:30 - 8:45 AM Optional Morning Activity: WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE
Learn to Play the Marimba
See page 7 for details. Preregistration required.

7:30 - 8:45 AM Optional Morning Activity: Historical Walk WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE
See page 7 for details. Preregistration required.

7:30 - 8:45 AM Optional Morning Activity: Run on Campus WYLDE AMPHITHEATRE
See page 7 for details. Preregistration required.

8:00 - 8:45 AM Chapel Service (HAPEL

St. Stithians is a Methodist school and the chaplain is a Methodist
minister. The chapel service is open to all attendees regardless of
your religious affiliation. The chapel itself is open throughout the
conference. You are welcome to spend some quiet time here or at
the outdoor chapel at the Girls' College whenever you wish.

9:00 - 10:00 AM

Plenary Session Featuring Isak Pretorius MEARS HALL

10:00 - 10:30 AM

Morning Break

10:30 - 11:40 AM

Workshop Block 3 Featuring IBSC Action Research Presentations
10:30AM Presentation 1
110AM Presentation 2

11:40 AM-12:00NOON Break

12200-1:00PM  Workshop Block 4
1:00 - 2:00 PM Lunch TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL
2:00 - 3:30 PM Plenary Session Featuring Leila Fourie MEARS HALL

IBSC Action Research Award

3:30-3:45PM

Buses depart the school for the conference hotels.

5:00 - 5:30 PM Buses depart the conference hotels GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
for the school. SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON
6:00 - 9:00 PM Gala Dinner DLAMINI OVAL

Esigcawini—The Place of Meeting

Join us under the main tent on campus, Esigcawini, for a night’s
entertainment featuring local artists sharing the energy of Africa.
Enjoy dinner and drinks with local flavor infused with energy as
you connect with colleagues. A live band sets the mood for those
who wish to dance the night away. Dress code is smart casual.
You must wear your conference lanyard to attend this event.
Tickets for guests must be purchased in advance.

7:00 - 9:00 PM

Buses depart the Gala Dinner for the
conference hotels every 30 minutes.
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 3

10:30 - 11:40 AM

IBSC ACTION RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS

This workshop block offers two
separate 30-minute presentations on
researchers’ work. A 10-minute break
between the two presentations allows
you to move between rooms.

The 38 action research workshops
focus on executive function and
self-regulation and highlight the
skills to allow students of all ages
and abilities to optimize learning
and social outcomes. Based on the
needs and interests of their schools,
professional reading, and online
discussions within the IBSC research
community, researchers discuss how
they designed small-scale projects
to conduct in their schools to foster
boys’ executive functioning and self-
regulation. They also share proven
ideas, strategies, and resources to
support similar projects you might
undertake in your school.

Find more details and references at
www.theibsc.org.

10:30 - 11:00 AM PRESENTATIONS

Acting Out: The Impact of
Dramatic Play on Adaptability and
Self-Regulation in Grade 1 Boys
PRESENTER: Alexander Falberg, The
Browning School (United States)
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 6

All You Need Is Music: Enhancing
Boys' Memory Consolidation in

a Sixth Grade French Class
PRESENTER: Heloise Boyer-Robert, St.
Bernard's School (United States)
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 57

Beyond the Red Pen: Building
Declarative Knowledge Through
Feedback in Grade 9 Boys
PRESENTER: Libby Byrnes, Montgomery
Bell Academy (United States)

ROOM: BOYS” PREPARATORY 62

Changing the Narrative:
Developing Year 12 Boys'
Mindset for Success in
Vocational Pathways

PRESENTER: Ben Clausen, Rathkeale
College (New Zealand)

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 5

Collaborative Problem-Solving
Circles: Empowering Flexible
Perspective-Taking in

Grade 6 Boys

PRESENTER: Catriona Gallienne, The
Sterling Hall School (Canada)
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 5

Compose Yourself:

Using Musical Improvisation

to Enhance Emotional

Control in Grades 10-12 Boys
PRESENTER: Geruan Geldenhuys, St.
Stithians Boys' College (South Africa)
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 1

Driven to Focus: Reducing

Year 11 Boys' Distraction Through
Self-Created Study Plans

PRESENTER: Niilesh Naran, Wellington
College (New Zealand)

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 3

Focus Under Construction:
Developing Habits for Sustained
Attention in Year 8 Boys

PRESENTER: Kaitlin Emerson, Brisbane
Grammar School (Australia)

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 3

The Impact of Mindful Retrieval
Reflection on Grade 10 Boys'
Transitions and Working Memory
PRESENTER: Justin Chmiel, Archbishop
Moeller High School (United States)
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 4

Lesson Starter Routines:

Building Boys' Learning Readiness
in Grade 8 Geography

PRESENTER: Stephan Bauer, St. David's
Marist Inanda (South Africa)

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 56

Mind Mechanics: Developing
Metacognition and Self-Regulation
in Middle Childhood

PRESENTER: Amanda Sutherland,

Hale School (Australia)

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 6


https://www.theibsc.org/

No Reminders Necessary:
Using Checklists to Instill
Independence in Grade 2 Boys
PRESENTER: Maryalice Aymong, The
Buckley School (United States)
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 48

Product to Process: Mitigating Al
Dependence in Year 11 Boys in
the IB Extended Essay

PRESENTER: Colleen Ferguson, Upper
Canada College (Canada)

ROOM: BOYS' COLLEGE DOWNSTAIRS 4

Purposeful Exercise, Powerful
Focus: Promoting Impulse
Regulation in Grade 4 Boys
PRESENTER: Laura Ambrogi, St.
Christopher's School (United States)
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 47

Smart Tools, Strong Minds:
Fostering Self-Regulation in
10-Year-Old Boys

PRESENTER: Kelsey Barwick, St. John's
College (South Africa)

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 51

A Sound Foundation, Built by
Mates: Peer-Led Routines for
Inhibitory Control in Year 6 Music
PRESENTER: Amberley Bremner, Scotch
College (Australia)

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 58

Two Things at a Time:

Using a Retrieval Practice to
Enhance Working Memory
PRESENTER: Gina Kay, Crescent School
(Canada)

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 3

A Wake-up Call: Using Sleep
Education to Enhance Year 9
Boys’ Classroom Attentional
Control

PRESENTER: Abby Varley, Toowoomba
Grammar School (Australia)

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 5

LOWER/PRIMARY SCHOOL (AGES 5-12) [S1UPPER/SENIOR SCHOOL (AGES 15-19)

X1 MIDDLE SCHOOL (AGES 12-15) ALL AGES

11:10 - 11:40 AM PRESENTATIONS

Built Through Play: Supporting
Emotion Awareness and
Control in a Year 1 Classroom
PRESENTER: Mikaela Janes, Trinity
Grammar School (Australia)

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 6

Cut, Paste, Remember: Using
Scrap Journals for Information
Recall in Grade 8 Boys

PRESENTER: Kelsie Copeman, The
Haverford School (United States)
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 62

Dear Future Me: Using Future-Self
Letters to Boost Motivation and
Goal Setting in Grade 6 Boys
PRESENTER: Linda Liu, St. Mark's School
of Texas (United States)

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 57

Focusing on Focus: Building
Boys' Sustained Attention in
High School Geometry

PRESENTER: Edward Watson, Woodberry
Forest School (United States)

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 5

Friend or Foe? Analyzing Al
to Enhance Metacognition

in Year 12 Boys

PRESENTER: Kathryn Jones, Bishop
Vesey's Grammar School (United
Kingdom)

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 4

From Daydreaming to Diligence:
Using Self-Distancing to Reduce
Mind-Wandering in Year 6 Boys
PRESENTER: Emily Evans, St. Paul's School
(United Kingdom)

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 58

From Impulse to Intention:
Enhancing Grade 11 Boys’
Self-Regulation Through

Socratic Circles

PRESENTER: VVarinder Singh, Mayo College
(India)

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 2

From Waiting to Working:
Enhancing Year 3 Boys' Task
Initiation Through a Scaffolded
Approach

PRESENTER: Nicole Lemcke, Shore School
(Australia)

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 47

Holiday to Hard Work:
Sharing Learning Goals to
Reduce "Whiplash” in

Year 9 Boys After a Break
PRESENTER: John MaclLean, The Scots
College (Australia)

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 5

Our Room, Our Rules:

The Impact of a Co-created
Behavior Contract on

Grade 9 Boys

PRESENTER: Chloe Johnson, Aylesbury
Grammar School (United Kingdom)
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 3

Owning the Process:
Organizational Strategies

to Enhance Task Initiation

in Grade 6 Boys

PRESENTER: Noma Zondi, Highbury
Preparatory School (South Africa)
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 5

Productive Struggle: Fostering
Boys' Cognitive Flexibility in
Grade 7 Mathematics

PRESENTER: Carlos Ramirez, Colegio
Alpamayo (Peru)

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 3

Regulate to Educate: Promoting
Self-Regulation in Grade 3 Boys
Through Student Choice

PRESENTER: Terri-Lee Hurd, The Southport
School (Australia)

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 48

Right Choice for Me: Developing
Grade 5 Boys' Executive Function
Through an Integrated Toolkit
PRESENTER: Brisa Kress, Town School for
Boys (United States)

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 51
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 3

10:30 - 11:40 AM CONTINUED

11:10 - 11:40 AM PRESENTATIONS CONTINUED

Study Smarter: Embedding
Retrieval Routines to Improve
Year 11 Boys’ Self-Regulation
PRESENTER: Madeleine Dwyer, Brighton
Grammar School (Australia)

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 4

Taming the Brain: Using Card
Games to Foster Emotional
Regulation in Grade 6 Boys
PRESENTER: Mugsy Quinn, St. Stithians
Boys' Preparatory School

(South Africa)

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 6

Time Well Spent: Developing
Academic Self-Regulation in Year
11 Boarders Through Reflection
PRESENTER: Alexander Pateman, Harrow
School (United Kingdom)

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 4

Unleashing Capability: Elevating
Year 9 Boys' Self-Confidence in
Mathematics

PRESENTER: Fiona Roil, Lindisfarne
College (New Zealand)

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 56

Writing With Purpose: Structured
Frameworks to Enhance Year 12
Boys' Analysis in Art History
PRESENTER: Melanie Taylor, The King's
School (Australia)

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 1

WORKSHOP BLOCK 4

12:00 - 1:00 PM

AGENCY AND IMPACT

Helping the COVID/iPhone
Generation Reach Their Full
Potential

Following the COVID-19 pandemic,
children are using more technology

in their daily lives than ever before

and teachers around the world are
describing changed student behavior and
developmental delays. Delve into how this
increased technology use has changed
student development and behavior and
how we can support our students by
bringing movement into the classroom.
PRESENTERS: Joanna House and Jarryd
Kuiper, St. John's College (South Africa)
APPEAL: [XI[®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 1

Rising Together: Multicultural
Alumni Partnerships Walking

Boys’ Schools Forward

Discover how Belmont Hill School’s
Multicultural Alumni Partnership (MAP)
enriches belonging for current students
and strengthens community through
alumni engagement, mentoring, and
impact-driven programming. Glimpse
highlights of MAP’s history, evolution,
and key initiatives and get practical
frameworks and tools to adapt

for your school.

PRESENTERS: Lawrence Lopez-Menzies

and Chris Zellner, Belmont Hill School
(United States)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 2

Understanding Boys’ Wellness:
Insights From Two Sports Seasons
Discover how daily wellness tracking
can transform pastoral care and
performance in boys’ schools. Draw on
16,000+ data points from two sports
seasons to reveal how monitoring sleep,
mood, and stress helps boys build self-
awareness, agency, and resilience while
guiding staff decisions that support
balanced development.

PRESENTER: Gareth Morgan, St. Alban's
College (South Africa)

APPEAL: 1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 3



CONNECTION AND
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Building Brotherhood Through
Belonging: BBC’s Tartan+
Well-Being Model

Explore how Brisbane Boys’
College strengthens belonging
and character through a unified
prep-12 house and year-level
system, supported by our Tartan+
Well-Being Model. Learn practical
strategies for fostering connection,
purpose, and brotherhood in boys
through structured rituals, positive
relationships, and intentional
character development.

PRESENTERS: Summa Todd, Amelia
Apogremiotis, and Scott Murphy,
Brisbane Boys' College (Australia)
APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 4

Building Character in Boys:

PAC's Data-Driven, Whole-School
Well-Being Strategy

Programs. Initiatives. Activities. Busy
well-being doesn’t mean effective
well-being. Prince Alfred College used
The Well-Being Compass (Adelaide
University and The Wellbeing
Distillery) to hear from 750+ students,
staff, and parents—replacing scattered
well-being efforts with a data-driven
strategy that turns school values into
observable behaviors in boys.
PRESENTERS: David Roberts, Georgina
West, and Jon Gelsthorpe, Prince
Alfred College (Australia); David Bott,
The Wellbeing Distillery

APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 3

LOWER/PRIMARY SCHOOL (AGES 5-12) [S1UPPER/SENIOR SCHOOL (AGES 15-19)

X1 MIDDLE SCHOOL (AGES 12-15) ALL AGES

A Centenary of Faith:

What Does Faith Have to Do

With School and Character?
Schools founded in faith traditions
can become disconnected from their
original aims. Serving communities
with diverse worldviews, they still hold
values of their founding narratives.
The Stories of Faith centenary project
included stage 3 students in eliciting
past narratives of faith, wisdom,

and hope. This enabled connection

to school character virtues and
belonging to a wider community.
PRESENTERS: Rosalie Clarke MacLarty

and Julie Wiseman, Knox Grammar
School (Australia)

APPEAL: ™ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 4

From Competition to
Collaboration: A Shared Journey
Toward Healthy Masculinity

Hear how two competing boys’
schools built a six-week program
that helped grade 6 boys move
from competition to connection.
Through shared experiences, guided
dialogue, and reflective practices,
boys developed emotional skills,
leadership confidence, and healthier
understandings of masculinity. Dive
into insights and outcomes from two
years of collaboration.

PRESENTERS: Desmond Van Wyk, St.
Stithians Boys' Preparatory School
(South Africa); Duduzile Mashele,
St. John's College (South Africa)
APPEAL: (X1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 51

Outdoor Education as a Pathway
to Character Development in
Boys’ Schools

Outdoor education gives adolescent
boys meaningful challenges that
support their growth into young men.
Delve into how intentional outdoor
experiences build resilience, leadership,
empathy, and belonging. Learn practical
strategies and adaptable frameworks
that strengthen character, connection,
and mission-aligned learning.

PRESENTER: Bradd Lodge, St. Mark's
School of Texas (United States)
APPEAL:[X] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 47

LEADERSHIP AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Building a Research-Invested Culture
in a Secondary School Context

Trace the development of Wellington
College’s Armour Institute. Learn
about building a sustainable research-
invested culture, one where teachers
engage with research while conducting
their own, including how to translate
research into professional learning and
how to embed strategies that enhance
teaching, learning, and leadership in
your school and beyond.

PRESENTER: Aaron Columbus, John
McGlashan College (New Zealand)
APPEAL: [XII®]1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 48

He Brought What to School?
Proactive and Reactive Strategies
for Schools

Independent boys' schools sometimes
face the rare but high-impact moment
when a younger child brings a real, toy,
or improvised weapon to school. Join
this roundtable to explore prevention
strategies and developmentally
informed responses for boys and their
families, helping schools rise up to meet
challenging moments and walk forward
with clarity, consistency, and care.
PRESENTERS: Adele Black and Gregory
Schnitzlein, The Boys' Latin School of
Maryland (United States)

APPEAL: [M[¥] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 5

Leadershift: Agility for Successful
Education Leadership

Leaders, it is time to sharpen the axe
and review your current practices!

It is time to be utterly ruthless and
get to know your authentic self and
your why? What is your purpose?
Understanding the why behind your
actions and decisions is crucial for
inspirational leadership. Most people
know what they do. Some even
know how they do it. But truly great
leaders? They start with why.
PRESENTERS: Christopher Luman,
Headmasters HelpDesk; Anthony
Sparrow, Maritzburg College

(South Africa)

APPEAL: [ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: ADVANCED

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 62
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 4

12:00 - 1:00 PM CONTINUED

Leading for Engagement:

A Framework for Boys’

Learning in Lower School
Discover how leadership can shape
the conditions in which younger
boys thrive. Share a research-based
framework that equips educators and
leaders to strengthen engagement
through differentiated early learning,
relational practices, social-emotional
development, and purposeful
movement and play.

PRESENTERS: Faith Hunter and Maryalice
Aymong, The Buckley School
(United States)

APPEAL: ™ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 5

Relational Teaching Continuum:
A Framework for Deepening
School-Wide Practice

Learn about the Relational Teaching
Continuum developed by the

IBSC Relational Teaching Special
Interest Group (SIG). It charts a
school’s progression from isolated
efforts to an embedded relational
culture. Drawing on examples

from member schools, assess your
stage, identify leverage points, and
consider opportunities for ongoing
engagement with the SIG.

PRESENTERS: Jamie MacNeille, St. David's
School (United States); Sandy Boyes,
Crescent School (Canada)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 4

What We Know, What We Offer,
and How It Can Be Better for Boys
What is the contract we offer boys?
Where does it serve and where does
it fail? And how can we make it
better?

PRESENTER: Tom Batty, IBSC

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: HENNING BLOCK LECTURE THEATRE

TECHNOLOGY AND PEDAGOGY

Our Success at Making Boys
Excel in Literacy

Ipswich Grammar entered a quest
to improve academic outcomes for
boys. Share the journey of the school,
the teachers, and the boys, covering
the rapid rise of our academic
expedition. Discuss the pedagogical
approach of explicit teaching and
how a sustained, focused approach
has led to improved literacy and
numeracy results for boys.

PRESENTER: Tony Dosen, lpswich
Grammar School (Australia)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 58

A Pedagogy for Productive
Struggle in an Al-Native World
How do we preserve the effort
required for meaningful growth and
development? Explore practical
and research-informed strategies
to create conditions for boys to
engage in the productive struggle of
learning in an Al-native world. Get
a conceptual framework along with
tools and task-design approaches
to motivate, support capacity, and
provide opportunities for learning-
focused Al use.

PRESENTERS: Lincoln Smith, Colleen
Ferguson, and Damion Walker,
Upper Canada College (Canada)
APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 57

Rise Up and Walk Like Sprites:
Creative Shakespeare in the
Classroom

Attend this pedagogy-focused
workshop to discover proven Creative
Shakespeare practices for classroom
teachers developed by Fiona Banks
for Shakespeare’s Globe. Experience
embodied exercises, examine text
excerpts from Macbeth, and discuss
best practices to help boys engage
Shakespeare with body, mind,

and spirit.

PRESENTER: Joseph Bromfield,
Montgomery Bell Academy

(United States)

APPEAL: 181 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 56



THURSDAY, JULY 2

7:30 - 8:15 AM Buses depart the conference hotels GARDEN COURT SANDTON CITY
for the school. SOUTHERN SUN SANDTON

9:00-10:00AM Workshop Block 5

10:00-10:15AM  Morning Break

10:15-1:15AM  Workshop Block 6

M:30AM-1:00PM Closing Plenary Session Featuring MEARS HALL
Alex van den Heever and Renias Mhlongo

1:00 - 1:45PM Grab-and-Go Lunch TENT ON DLAMINI OVAL

115-1:45PM Buses depart the school for the conference hotels.

ATTENDEES MUST WEAR THEIR LANYARDS TO GET ADMITTED
TO ALL CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING SPECIAL EVENTS.

The Way Forward

I #IBSCAC 29



WORKSHOP BLOCK 5

9:00-10:00 AM

AGENCY AND IMPACT

The Boys in Between: Fostering
Middle School Leadership and
Research Agency

The Crescent Student Research
Institute (CSRI) offers a model for
engaging middle school boys in
authentic, inquiry-based research.
Join us to outline key elements of
program design and implementation
and examine how CSRI’s six-school
network expands shared learning and
creates avenues for schools to join.
PRESENTERS: Trish Cislak and Sandra
Boyes, Crescent School (Canada)
APPEAL: [ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 48

Empowering Middle Leaders:
Master Classes in Strategic and
Educational Leadership

Middle leaders play a pivotal role
in translating vision into daily
practice. A master class assists in
understanding how a structured
leadership development series can
strengthen middle management
capacity by embedding financial,
legal, educational, marketing, and
philanthropic literacy into leadership
development.

PRESENTERS: Alan Jones and Joanne
Wheeler, Christ Church Grammar
School (Australia)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 51

Reversing Underachievement

in Academically Gifted Boys
Through Goal Coaching

Find out how integrating academic
goal coaching into gifted

education programs can counter
underachievement in boys by
strengthening motivation and
self-regulated learning. Discover
evidence-informed strategies to
reduce cognitive overload, build
identity-aligned academic goals, and
strengthen confidence to sustain
long-term academic engagement.
PRESENTERS: Helen Barrie and Lynsey
Porter, Waverley College (Australia)
APPEAL: [XI[®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 47

CONNECTION AND
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Character Counts: Developing

the Leader Within Every Boy

How do we help boys recognize

their leadership potential? Boys rise
when leadership feels tangible and
connected to their everyday lives. Get
practical examples from our character
education program that help boys
notice and build upon their hidden
strengths, along with engaging,
replicable resources and everyday
practices that support boys to lead
within their school communities.
PRESENTERS: Steve Aucamp and Catherine
Linnell, Saint Kentigern Boys' School
(New Zealand)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 58

KEEP LEARNING WITH IBSC COLLEAGUES
AFTER THE CONFERENCE. PARTICIPATE IN
ONLINE EVENTS AND CLASSES. GET MORE INFO
AT WWW.THEIBSC.ORG/CONFERENCES-EVENTS.



https://www.theibsc.org/conferences-events

Character, Relationships, and
Leadership: Building Positive
Schools for Boys

Too much of what we hear about
boys and men in our world today

is framed in terms of crisis. We
propose a positive, research-based
framework from our book, Character,
Relationships, and Leadership—
Building Schools for Boys. Draw

on examples from boys' schools
globally, including an in-depth study
of how Brisbane Grammar School
approaches this challenge from a
strategic and cultural perspective.
PRESENTERS: Phil Cummins, University

of Sydney, a School for tomorrow;
Anthony Micallef, Brisbane Grammar
School (Australia)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: HENNING BLOCK LECTURE THEATRE

A Correlation Between Altruism
and Academic Achievement
Among Students

Explore how community engagement
improved academic achievement of
students in a country where citizens
coexist in extremes of poverty and
wealth. Investigate how student-
led initiatives helped them develop
leadership qualities and improve
academics while they were partly
solving South Africa’s poverty.
Glimpse life in squatter camps.
PRESENTER: Gladys Ayaya, St. Stithians
Boys' College (South Africa)

APPEAL: [X] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 56

Mapping the Manosphere:

A Framework for Understanding
and Guidance

Boys are carpet bombed with
messages about what it means to be
a man, but there is one space that
shouts the loudest—cyberspace.
Delve into the different subgroups
within the manosphere and why
teenage boys are drawn to it. Leave
equipped to identify key manosphere
narratives and support students
through informed and empathetic
conversations.

PRESENTER: Tim Jarvis, Michaelhouse
(South Africa)

APPEAL: [XI[®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 1

LOWER/PRIMARY SCHOOL (AGES 5-12) [S1UPPER/SENIOR SCHOOL (AGES 15-19)

X1 MIDDLE SCHOOL (AGES 12-15) ALL AGES

Mattering Matters: Cultivating
Connection in Year 9

The challenge: enhancing a culture

of connection in a growing school.
Examine an initiative that sought to
strengthen connection and belonging
among Year 9 students and staff at
Brisbane Grammar School. Guided

by Ron Ritchhart’s eight cultural
forces, explore strategies and routines
that promote mattering, deepen
relationships, and enhance the
purpose and impact of form tutors.
PRESENTERS: Samuel Lobascher and
Kaitlin Emerson, Brisbane Grammar
School (Australia)

APPEAL:[X] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 2

Teaching the Skills of Community
and Connection: Empathy as

an Academic Skill

Can empathy be taught like reading?
Discover phenomenological tools—
like bracketing and intersubjectivity—
to bridge cultural divides. Originally
from religious studies, these versatile
techniques foster meaningful student
relationships across disciplines. Leave
with concrete strategies to integrate
these empathy-building skills into
your own curriculum and learning
environment.

PRESENTER: Eric Whitehair, The Boys'
Latin School of Maryland (United
States)

APPEAL: [ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 3

The Weekday Home—Creating
Belonging in Dorm Life

In residential communities where
students depart each weekend, the
challenge becomes cultivating a
genuine sense of belonging from
Monday to Friday. Explore how
intentional routines, mentoring
structures, and shared traditions can
transform a dorm into a weekday
home, examining practices that foster
connection and help boys feel a sense
of belonging within their community.
PRESENTER: Corey Cofield, Belmont Hill
School (United States)

APPEAL: [XI[®]1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 4

LEADERSHIP AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Cultivating Excellence: Scaling
High Performance Through

the Caledonian Institute

The quality of learning rests with the
teacher, who designs and adjusts

for each student. To truly support,
inspire, and challenge our staff, Scots
launched the Caledonian Institute. We
uniquely translate research directly
into practice, successfully generating
a tangible culture of high performance
and deep learning. See how we do it.
PRESENTERS: lan Finn and Rob Loe,

The Scots College (Australia)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 5

Cultivating Safety and
Brotherhood: Mission-Driven
Abuse Prevention

Explore how mission-driven schools
build robust safe environment policies.
Examine how protecting minors—
through clear boundaries, reporting
duties, and ethical conduct—is a
natural extension of a commitment to
brotherhood, integrity, and service.
Learn scalable strategies for all staff
and school types to cultivate a culture
of safety.

PRESENTER: Matthew D'Urso, Delbarton
School (United States)

APPEAL: [ [®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 62

Empowering Educators:
Innovative Professional

Learning in Boys' Schools

Explore Melbourne Grammar School’s
integrated staff development strategy,
featuring the Early Careers Network,
Middle Leaders Program, and Faculty-
Based Inquiry Projects. Learn how
these initiatives build leadership
capacity, foster collaboration, and
create a culture of continuous
improvement in boys’ education.
PRESENTER: Paula Ransom, Melbourne
Grammar School (Australia)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 57
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 5

9:00-10:00 AM

WORKSHOP BLOCK 6

10:15 - 11:15 AM

TECHNOLOGY AND PEDAGOGY

Active History: Experiencing

the Humanities Through
Lab-Based Learning

Researchers extol the benefits of

STEM laboratory classes. From
experimentation to critical thinking,
boys who engage in labs practice
bridging theory with practice in creative
ways. At The Haverford School, we
added a lab component to history
classes to give boys opportunities for
hands-on learning. Join us to discover
the evolution of our Humanities Lab and
learn practical lab lessons.

PRESENTERS: Kori Brown and Emily Odeh,
The Haverford School (United States)
APPEAL: X KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 3

Does Al Affect Cognitive
Development?

The latest versions of Al write
responses to prompts, ask for
clarifications, identify inappropriate
prompts, and get used for schoolwork.
Schools are concerned about how
this technology will impact cognitive
development as new research reveals
those using Al show less brain
connectivity. Join us to delve into
the latest research and encourage a
general discussion of this concern.
PRESENTER: Abigail James, University

of Virginia

APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 4

Writing by the Numbers:
Resourcing Agency

Learn to combat Al insurgency by
prioritizing process over product

via three phases. First, cognitive
cartography uses intellectual blueprints
to guide structural decisions. Then,
neural priming uses semantic/syntactic
prompts to resolve the "blank page”
conundrum. Finally, slow writing uses
codified feedback loops to build
expertise.

PRESENTER: Collins Aki, Montgomery Bell
Academy (United States)

APPEAL: [XI[®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 5

AGENCY AND IMPACT

The Invisible Wins: Joy, Play,

and Emotional Agency in

Boys’ Schools

Discover how joy, play, and low-
stakes creativity give boys the
emotional safety to learn deeply,
connect authentically, and develop
agency. Explore the invisible wins that
profoundly shape belonging, resilience,
and flourishing in boys’ schools.
Practical tools included.

PRESENTER: Mark Pickering, St. John's
College (South Africa)

APPEAL:[®1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 4

The Power of Storytelling:
Aligning Your School’s

Identity With Outcomes

A school's unique story defines its
value. Storytelling and strong strategic
planning are the most effective ways
to articulate difference. Get mission-
aligned storytelling tips and examples
from Crescent School as we share
illustrations of our institutionally
historical capital and endowment
campaigns to show the successful
execution of mission-aligned initiatives.
PRESENTERS: Michael Fellin and Jamie
Lougheed, Crescent School (Canada)
APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: HENNING BLOCK LECTURE THEATRE



CONNECTION AND
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Boys' Voices Rise Up, Alongside
One of Our Sister Schools, to Be
Counted

Our team listens to a range of
boys’ voices: voices of silence, of
appreciation, of confusion, of fear,
of competition, of ritual, of protest,
and of misconduct. We partner
with a sister school and compare
girls’' voices in response to the
same experiences, considering how
this study influences the potential
to shift perspectives and create
transformational thinking.

PRESENTERS: Frank Rumboll, Urvasi
Naidoo, and Ryan McCarthy, The
Ridge School (South Africa)

APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 3

Character in Action:

A Collaborative Model of
Character Education at Shore
Learn how explicit virtue teaching,
authentic service-learning, and senior
student-led reflection create a living
culture of character. Receive tools,
scaffolds, and an adaptable road
map to help your school empower
students to pass the torch through
action, mentoring, and service.
PRESENTER: Stuart McCormack, Shore
School (Australia)

APPEAL: [ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 2

A Difference Maker:

Students Coaching Students
Training students to coach a younger
peer builds better conversation

skills in both. Boys learn to value

and reflect on goals. They ask better
questions and listen more actively.
Learn to help them connect in an era
when people are more distracted and
the number of deep connections is
declining (particularly for men). Being
a coach provides boys with meaning
and fosters positive leadership.
PRESENTER: Brent Brickhill, Brighton
Grammar School (Australia)

APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 3

LOWER/PRIMARY SCHOOL (AGES 5-12) [S1UPPER/SENIOR SCHOOL (AGES 15-19)

X1 MIDDLE SCHOOL (AGES 12-15) ALL AGES

How Learning Outdoors in
Community Grows Well-Being,
Engagement, and Deep Learning
Overall, boys are less engaged

and perform worse than girls amid
indoor classrooms not well suited
for physical activity and risk-

taking. On the other hand, learning
outdoors is highly engaging and
facilitates holistic growth, especially
in residential community. Join us to
hear about the benefits of outdoor
learning and community living
principles, including how you can
incorporate these into your practice.
PRESENTERS: Jeffrey Mann and Stuart
Ward, The Scots College (Australia)
APPEAL: [XI[®]1 KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: LIFE SCIENCES 1

Pedagogies for Examining
Contemporary Issues Through
Masculinity Studies

Explore how masculinity shapes
global, social, and cultural issues

and models classroom practices

that build curiosity, critical thinking,
and community. Experience Socratic
dialogue, reflective journaling, and
affinity-group strategies that support
inclusive, student-centered learning.
PRESENTER: Jennifer Sweer, Selwyn House
School (Canada)

APPEAL: (¥ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 51

Restorative School Discipline
Discipline must comply with the
provisions of the constitution.
Compliance with the prescriptions
of the constitution requires any
approach to discipline to not only
respect and protect constitutional
rights but also promote and fulfill
rights. Join us to define restorative

discipline, cover the aims of discipline,

and recognize the change in mindset
teachers need to adapt.

PRESENTER: Reggie Govender, Northwood
School (South Africa)

APPEAL: [XI[¥] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 4

Transforming School Culture
With a House System

Looking to strengthen your school
culture and build a stronger sense
of community? Do you want a
meaningful way to celebrate positive
student behavior that supports your
school’s mission while reducing
negative behaviors and office
referrals? If so, come discover how
implementing a house system can
transform your school’s culture

and create a more connected and
motivated learning environment.
PRESENTER: Kate Lynch, The Boys' Latin
School of Maryland (United States)
APPEAL: ™ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 47

LEADERSHIP AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Boost, Guide, Repeat:

Coaching Teachers for Impact
Curious how teaching gets a boost
in an all-boys school? Meet the
instructional coach—a thought
partner! Find out how a coach can
help teachers strengthen instruction,
spark collaboration, and navigate the
challenges and energy of all-boys
learning environments.

PRESENTER: Stephanie Brown, Landon
School (United States)

APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 48

From Inquiry to Action: Building
Staff Agency to Improve Boys’
Literacy Outcomes in One Year
Delve into a school-based, cross-
faculty approach to improving
boys’ literacy through structured
communities of practice. In just
one year, teachers collaboratively
engaged with research, developed
inquiries, implemented classroom
strategies, and analyzed results,
producing 12 research papers

that demonstrate how sustained
professional inquiry has improved
literacy outcomes.

PRESENTER: Melissa Lang, St. Stanislaus’
College Bathurst (Australia)

APPEAL: [XI[¥] KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 62
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 6

10:15-T:15AM

Leading a Shift in Organizational
Culture in Varying Contexts
Research from leading change at

a school in Abu Dhabi aimed to
shift the existing hierarchical and
transactional leadership structure to
a more distributed leadership style.
Join us to discuss the impact of
different leadership. Compare and
contrast this organizational culture
with those of other organizations,
along with leading with emotional
intelligence and grit.

PRESENTER: Roland Lacock, Highbury
Preparatory School (South Africa)
APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD DOWNSTAIRS 5

Leading Through the Storm:
From Strategic Visioning to
Visible Excellence

Follow Dilworth School’s 7-year
shift from crisis to excellence as we
explore leadership lessons learned
through challenging organizational
change. Project Reset moved the
school from an adult-centric to a
learner-centric culture. Uncover how
a clear vision transforms the student
experience and redefines excellence.
PRESENTER: Dan Reddiex, Dilworth School
(New Zealand)

APPEAL: Y KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 57

When Students Step Up:
Equipping Boys to Seize Moral
Moments and Adults to Listen
Boys often recognize moral moments
before adults do, yet their courageous
actions are frequently overlooked or
minimized. Explore how schools can
equip boys to act with integrity in
difficult moments and create adult
listening structures that honor their
risk-taking and strengthen trust
across the community.

PRESENTER: Naledi Semela, The Browning
School (United States)

APPEAL: [ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 56

TECHNOLOGY AND PEDAGOGY

Can You Speak Boy? Women
Teaching Boys—Rise Up,

Walk Forward!

As female educators, “girl” may be
our first language, yet learning to
“speak boy” is essential. Discover how
genderlects, boys’ education research,
and brain science inform practice and
outcomes. Apply Harvard’s evidence-
based Cultures of Thinking to enhance
boys’ engagement by experiencing
routines that ignite curiosity and spark
deeper learning.

PRESENTER: Kylie Bowra, St. Augustine'’s
College—Sydney (Australia)

APPEAL: N KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: NEW TO THE TOPIC
ROOM: BOYS’ PREPARATORY 58

Curating What Counts:

From the Right Data to
Al-Supported Action

Leaders don’t need more numbers, they
need the right ones. Find out how to
curate high-signal data, craft narratives
that motivate change, and use Al to
support efficient problem-solving. Draw
on learning and well-being, enroliment,
and academic results to model a clear
path from evidence to action that
respects teacher time.

PRESENTER: Robert Aston, Marcellin College
(Australia)

APPEAL: [ KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

ROOM: CHAPEL QUAD UPPER 4
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THE 2026 IBSC ANNUAL CONFERENCE RESULTS
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ORGANIZATIONS IN THE BOYS’ SCHOOL COMMUNITY.

2025-26 IBSC Board of Trustees
IBSC Officers

David Dini, Chair, Headmaster,
St. Mark’s School of Texas
(United States)
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SPONSORS

IBSC AND ST. STITHIANS COLLEGE GRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDGE THE FOLLOWING 2026
IBSC ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPONSORS.

GLOBAL PARTNERS

&3 FINALSITE

Image
seven

insight applied
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www.finalsite.com
education@finalsite.com
+1-800-592-2469

Website, communications, and
enrollment tools with data insights
and artificial intelligence (Al) features
help schools attract students, engage
families, and strengthen communities
through seamless digital experiences.

www.imageseven.com.au
hello@imageseven.com.au
+618 6500 7777

imageseven is an integrated
marketing firm that works

with school leaders to lift their
communication and brand to
reveal the true value they deliver
to stakeholders and customers.

CONNECT WITH IBSC ON LINKEDIN
AND X USING THE HASHTAG #IBSCAC.


https://www.finalsite.com/
mailto:education%40finalsite.com?subject=
https://www.imageseven.com.au/
mailto:hello%40imageseven.com.au?subject=

ST. STITHIANS COLLEGE Door e

@ Girls’ College
@ Girls’ Preparatory
@ Junior Preparatory

CAMPUS LOCATIONS

@ SCBlock

@ Collins Boarding House
@® Music Block

© Resource Center

@ saints Café

@ Mountstephens
Boarding House

@ Tennis Courts

@ chapel Drive

© Aquatics Center

© Jamieson Field

@ High Performance Center
@ sports Pavillion

@ DlaminiOval

O Baytopp Field

© outdoor Chapel

@ Ridgeway Field

@® Hockey Astros

@ Peter Place Entrance

KEY CONFERENCE VENUES
o Chapel

9 Mears Hall
© Wylde Amphitheatre

@ Esigcawini—Tent on
Dlamini Oval

WORKSHOP VENUES
© Boys’ Preparatory Building
0 Chapel Quad
@ Henning Block Lecture Theatre
© Life Sciences Building




SAVE THE DATE!

JUNE 30 - JULY 3, 2027

g

A MAN FOR
ALL SEASONS
formed fo flourich

v

2027 IBSC ANNUAL CONFERENCE
THE SCOTS COLLEGE * SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA

WATCH WWW.THEIBSC.ORG FOR MORE DETAILS.



https://www.theibsc.org/

