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“The road to knowledge begins with the
turn of the page.”
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Initial identification and diagnosis

= of need through:

UKey Stage 2 Test (National
Standardised Test) English writing
levels

U Entrance test marks

L Entrance test essays
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Years 8 and 9

Students have difficulty in:

“* writing using grammatically
correct structures

% putting iIdeas down on paper in a
coherent sensibly structured manner

“ understanding subject specific
vocabulary and writing requirements
across the curriculum

“ actually writing either to create a
legible piece of work or to write at
speed to take notes

Years 10 - 13

Students have difficulty in:

% constructing essays.

“* researching topics in sufficient
depth and detail.

*» taking and keeping useful sets
of notes.

¢ responding to questions in
examinations appropriately.




New media technologies :
Informality of modern
The use of non standard lifestyles

English in, for example Our use of language is

text messaging, can lead more casual and less
: J9ihg ..~ precise than it used to be.
to confusion.

Isolation in, for example game
playing, can lead to a lack of Newspapers

ability to communicate M. Thedistinction between

effectively. &y tabloid and broadsheet
- newspapers through the
standard of language used
IS ot as obvious as it used

Busy lifestyles - tobe.

We no longer eat, talk or
discuss ideas together
regularly as families.
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Listening

to identify
Speaking impli_cations

and listening and issues Listening for
to enable raised specific ideas
concept or information
formation

Using talk Eiking

- velop and thinking

L SPEAKING together
complex ideas

and issues AND
LISTENING

Using talk Prioritising
to clarify Information
and present and making
ideas decisions

Using talk
to question,
to
hypothesise,
to speculate

Using talk
to evaluate,
to solve
problems







Writing as
a tool for
thought

Recording,
developing
and evaluating
Ideas through
writing

Developing
clear
and appropriate
expression

Writing WRITING
with Structuring
differing and organising
degrees iInformation
of formality

Writing using Integrating
more complex diverse
grammatical Information
forms into a
and extended comprehensive,
vocabulary coherent account




A Reading Connects school

Activities to celebrate
national literary days

The promotion of regular reading
through Literacy lessons

The organisation of clubs,
competitions and challenges
to maintain interest




«The Wall of Dreams \?
like & chocolate t?ox oh
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oA rarely express?d ina
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“I believe poetry is an expression of people’s feelings and inner
beliefs which | believe no other piece of writing can do.”

|

Dreams
In the dead of night they come,

Preying on the weak, the vulnerable,

Those with eyes heavy,

To play havoe with their mind,

And while we sleep,

Through the soundless night,
They take our hepes, our fears,
And make them our desires,

Exploring every crevice of our mind,
Finding corners even we did not know,
Feelings, emotions, ideas,

All stirred as we slumber on,

And so, inthe pitch black night,
I\We watch our wants and vearnings,
Our worries and doubts,

Played out while we lie,

[\With our feelings coursing through us,
Our true wants and needs are unearthed,
Our true torments and pains,

In our mind, safe from the world,

And as day interrupts night, they flee our
Iminds,

Taking with them the memory of their
Ipresence,

Leaving only a trace,

Our dreams

By David Wikramaratna, KS4
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National Year of Reading
World Book Day




eatdatthon

reading from
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The boys develop a regular
reading habit and are
rewarded with a certificate
for the Reading Award they
are following.

The boys are involved In
recommending good reads
and suggesting new books
for the library which are then

purchased by the librarian.

Yvonne Hooton (Librarian) talking to
the boys about their books

Staff from a variety of subject

specialisms gain insight and It shows the boys
experglence IN thl!]s areﬁ |t that staff across
emphasises to them the :

crucial role reading plays in many curricuium
personal and academic areas have an
development. Interest in reading.

Year 8 Literacy Lesson in the library




The New Oxford Literacy Kit forms the
basis of these lessons. | have
customised it for use at PGS. Lesson
plans complete with answers have been
produced for each lesson.

The lessons can be delivered by
specialist or non- specialist teachers.
The focus is on:

how words and structures create
meaning.

how grammatical excellence aids
communication

Literacy lessons in the classroom :
Reading for meaning

Writing with technical accuracy




“A literate mind is the way to a
fulfilled life. Anything we can
do to enhance a young
person’s literacy skills is to be
valued.”

lan Carter
Headmaster

Enthusiasm is essential!!

“In my opinion, a comprehensive,
strategic, personalised Literacy
programme is at the epicentre of cross-
curricular achievement and self

improvement. It empowers individuals Embedding it into the ethos of the school

linguistically to express themselves, botf The School Development Plan
in the spoken and written form. INSET
CPD

In addition, the strategy promotes

positive self esteem and confidence in “As you know, I've been a big fan of

the Literacy lessons. I've got a lot

self to articulate ideas, opinions and out of them and the students have
beliefs about the world in which each too.”

individual lives.” Kath Myers

Sue Hancock Head of SEN

Assistant Head Physics teacher
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Year 8
Thinking Day
Get Set Go!

Year 8
curriculum
lesson

Lesson
Observation

Thinking
Skills

Staff training Qutreach
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This will further support
literacy, as boy centred
literacy strategies are

explored with active reading
at their core.

Working locally with Rossmore Community
College on various literacy interventions.
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