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Colleagues,
 
Both the growing heat and class celebrations of my recent time
in the Southern Hemisphere, and the damp, dark chill and early
festive lights of my return north, speak to the end of school
years and terms, and the welcome change of pace of holidays
and festivities.
 
It is in such spirit that I send warm IBSC greetings and collegial
welcome to this edition of the Compass.
 
If the outstanding, considered practices of government,
Catholic, and independent boys’ schools of Australia and New
Zealand affirmed the case for boys’ schools, which they did, then
the exasperation of heads, teachers, and parents of Sydney
government boys’ schools threatened with coeducation made
clear the need for governments to act from a position of
evidence. 

On average, boys and girls develop at different times and rates;
how we care for children and identify signs of distress is
confused by cultural views on gender—relationships are central
to boys’ learning. There is such a thing as boys’ education.
 
National systems of education are premised on our belief that
we get the best for the many by seeking the best for each child.
Central to this, we strive to better understand how children
learn and provide informed choice for families.

IBSC is committed to delivering on both charges and in its belief
that boys’ schools work with intent for what works best for boys.
 
As we head to a time of celebrations, we are reminded of the
power of education to provide for each child according to
capacity and need for the benefit of all. Thank you for your
continuing desire to advance and share understanding of how
boys best learn and for your good grace and humor in doing so.
You are helping provide families with informed choice regarding
their most treasured gift. 
 
Encouraging early registration for the 2025 IBSC Annual
Conference at Belmont Hill School outside of Boston, I wish you
well exploring this edition and for the celebrations of the festive
season, be they by breaking wave or open fire,
 
Tom

IBSC Executive
Director Tom Batty
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Welcome to Our New Members!

Bishop Vesey's Grammar School 
West Midlands, United Kingdom
https://bvgs.co.uk

Christ School
Arden, North Carolina, United States
www.christschool.org

Christchurch Boys' High School
Canterbury, New Zealand
www.cbhs.school.nz

Granville Boys High School
Granville, New South Wales, Australia
https://granvilleb-h.schools.nsw.gov.au

Adam MacMillan-Scott
United Kingdom
www.jointhedotscoaching.com

Tom's Travels
Each year IBSC Executive Director Tom Batty travels the globe visiting member schools on
nearly every continent. We learn so much from each other. Please see the list and map of
locations Tom has visited so far this year and check back frequently for updates from our
frequent flier.
 
Want Tom to speak with your school community? Invite him for an IBSC Virtual Visit to Your
School or explore bringing him to campus in person.
 
Get more details.

New Podcast Episode: The Teacher-Student
Connection
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In this two-part episode of the IBSC Exploring Boys’
Education Podcast, delve into the crucial role the
relationship between teacher and student plays in boys'
education. Peter Coutis from Hale School (Australia) and
Sandra Boyes from Crescent School (Canada) discuss the
significance of relational learning, impact of teacher-
student connections on boys' engagement and learning,
and practical strategies for educators to build strong
relationships with their male students.
 
Listen now.

Send Us Your School Story &
Photo
To celebrate boys' schools around the globe and share
fellowship, we want to feature the many ways schools
support boys and mental wellness. Please send us a
favorite story of how your school boosts boys' mental
well-being (about 150 words or less) and a photo to
feature on our website by February 14. Get complete
details on photo size and file specs. Thank you for
sharing the positive ways you improve the lives of boys!

Learn more.

2025 IBSC Annual Conference

Registration is now open!

Join more than 600 boys' educators, colleagues, and
friends June 22-25, for the 2025 IBSC Annual
Conference in Belmont, Massachusetts, United
States. Belmont Hill School hosts us to explore the
theme Better Together.
 
Get more details.

Present a Workshop at the IBSC Annual
Conference
Discover, debate, and imagine the best ways to prepare boys for the future. Present a
workshop at the 2025 IBSC Annual Conference and share your expertise with colleagues.
We seek proposals that demonstrate effective practices in  innovation and learning,
character and masculinity, belonging and collaboration, and leadership and strategy. Submit
your workshop proposal by 12:00 noon EST on December 13, 2024.
 
Get more details.

Making Headlines
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More Sydney schools are
going co-ed: Is that best
for boys?
Christopher Harris 
The Sydney Morning
Herald 
“A good boys’ education,
Batty says, is heavily
relational, helping
students find purpose and
be part of something
bigger than themselves.
‘Boys’ schools have the
capacity that they can
target everything to the
development of boys ...
you can use the strong
relational base of boys’
education as a lever.’ ” 

Pathologizing men is
unproductive. We should
invest in better men-
focused spaces 
Nicholas Manetas 
The Daily Princetonian 
“By hosting a wide variety
of speakers and leading
thoughtful, small-group
discussions, my school
created a positive
environment that showed
boys as young as five the
full range of how men can
be loving figures for
positive change in their
communities.” 
The author is a 2023
graduate of St.
Christopher’s School
(United States).

Boys & the Crisis of
Connection
Niobe Way and Jill
Anderson
Harvard EdCast
“Drawing from her
research and interviews
with boys over the past
three decades, Niobe Way
reveals how boys in early
adolescence express a
strong desire for close,
emotionally intimate
friendships, but as they
grow older, societal
pressures cause them to
suppress these feelings.
She calls this a crisis of
connection and it’s
affecting all of us.” 
Hear Niobe Way speak at
the 2025 IBSC Annual
Conference.

Read more stories impacting boys' education on our Education Headlines page.

Upcoming Events

IBSC Ideas Lab for Heads and Assistant
Heads of Boys’ Elementary Schools in
North America
Online Program
Starting January 28, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC Ideas Lab About Boys and the Arts
Online Program
Starting January 30, 2025
Get more details.

Mastering Middle Leadership in Boys'
Schools
Online Class
February 3 - 21, 2025
Get more details.

Mastery Practice in Teaching Boys
Online Class
February 3 - 21, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC Insights: Exploring Boys' Schools in
Today's World
Online Program
February 12, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC Ideas Lab for Directors of
Professional Development in Boys’
Schools in North America
Online Program
Starting February 19, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC Ideas Lab for Directors of
Professional Development in Boys’
Schools in South Africa, Australasia, the
United Kingdom, and Europe
Online Program
Starting February 20, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC Hot Topics in Boys' Schools
Online Panel Conversation
February 24, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC Southern Africa Conference
St. Alban's College

NEW!
The Resilient Boy: Skills for Success in
School and Beyond
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Pretoria, South Africa
March 5 - 7, 2025
Get more details.

Online Class
March 10 - 28, 2025
Get more details.

Single-Gender Education: A Course for
Teachers New to Boys' Schools
Online Class
March 10 - 28, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC Ideas Lab for Assistant and Deputy
Heads of Boys' Schools
Online Program
Starting March 24, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC-NYSAIS Educating Boys Conference
The Browning School
New York, New York, United States
April 1, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC Ideas Lab for Middle Leaders in
Boys’ Schools
Online Program
Starting May 6, 2025
Details coming soon.

IBSC Australasian Regional Conference
Hale School
Perth, Western Australia, Australia
May 19 - 21, 2025
Get more details.

2025 IBSC Annual Conference
Belmont Hill School
Belmont, Massachusetts, United States
June 22 - 25, 2025
Get more details.

IBSC Virtual Visit to Your School
Online Program
Mutually agreed-upon date and time
Get more details.

Online Classes
Join colleagues from around the globe in
one of these online classes designed
specifically for boys' educators at all
career stages. Engage on your own,
flexible timetable. You can choose when
you complete the four hours of weekly
coursework to fit best in your schedule. 
 
February 3 – 21, 2025
 
Mastering Middle Leadership in Boys'
Schools
 
Mastery Practice in Teaching Boys
 
March 10 – 28, 2025
 
The Resilient Boy: Skills for Success in
School and Beyond
 
Single-Gender Education: A Course for
Teachers New to Boys' Schools

IBSC Member School Story: Dr. Challoner's
Grammar School Computer Science Curriculum
Engages Boys in Problem-Solving
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At Dr. Challoner's Grammar School (United Kingdom), Simon Burn delivers the computer
science curriculum for 12- to 14-year-olds. He says, "Programming and problem-solving are
at the core of our computer science curriculum, engaging students of all abilities with
practical coding skills. Even our e-safety modules have hands-on elements: One of my
favorite lessons involves students being detectives on a fictional social media platform we
built, to learn how cyberstalkers might access your personal data." Learn more.

Glimpse the many wonderful ways IBSC schools champion boys' education around the globe
at our Member School Stories web page. We'd like to highlight your school, too. Please send
a link to janicki@theibsc.org showcasing an innovative idea, program, or event that makes
your school special. Links to videos, web pages, presentations, or other media welcome.
Thank you.

Brisbane Grammar School Interviews Tom Batty

During his travels Down Under in November, IBSC Executive Director Tom Batty visited
Brisbane Grammar School (Australia). Headmaster Anthony Micallef interviewed Tom in this
Conversation with IBSC. Watch the video.
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International Boys' Schools Coalition
1917 South Taylor Road, Unit 242

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
United States
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