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Colleagues,

Whichever side of the equator, in addition to new noises on
sporting ovals, the changing winds of a new season carry
opportunity and seeds of growth. In such spirit across IBSC
regions, my warm welcome to this edition of the Compass carries
thanks for your continuing support and encouragement for
initiatives.

Streaming in from Netflix, the show Adolescence has brought
increased public discussion on the development of boys in these
times and its integral bond with the societies we forge. Another
older show by the same service, Birdsong, offers both insight to
enduring challenges for the growth of boys and direction through
identification of the values on which we predicate community. 

The primacy of guiding young boys to develop personal values on
which to base their decision-making has been to the fore in my
discussions with staff and communities of St. John’s College (South
Africa), St. Stithians College (South Africa), St. Andrew’s College
(South Africa), Thomas’s Clapham in London, St. Bede’s College
(New Zealand), and Presbyterian Day School (United States), and
it underpinned all at the outstanding IBSC Southern Africa
Conference hosted by St. Alban’s College (South Africa). Starting
young and getting boys used to conversation and expecting to be
heard, while guiding them to rationalize their thoughts, have been
common themes in the quest to form values honed on reason.
Such environments of agreeable disagreement play to boys’ desire
for respect, belonging, and purpose.

Exploring such themes and sharing ideas advance our work. To
date in this IBSC year, some 1,164 members from 237 schools and
organizations across 15 countries have participated in the 37 IBSC
events. The conversations, of course, ripple much further. Bedding
such learning on evidence gives rigor and confidence to our work.
Our current global research project, considering the role of
educators in supporting boys’ academic and social-emotional well-
being, is nearing completion and we look forward to mining the
professional development fruits in the months to come.

I hope you find both insight and the inspiration to share it as you
turn these Compass pages, and that it is in such mood that come
late June you pack the tea and head for our party in Boston.

IBSC Executive
Director Tom
Batty

https://www.theibsc.org/
https://www.theibsc.org/conferences-events/2025ac
https://www.theibsc.org/about-ibsc/executive-director/executivedirector


Tom

Welcome to Our New Members!
Colegio de Fomento El Prado 
Madrid, Spain
www.fomento.edu/elprado

Cranbrook Kingswood Middle School
for Boys
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, United States
https://schools.cranbrook.edu/  

Georgetown Preparatory School
North Bethesda, Maryland, United States
www.gprep.org

Grand River Academy
Austinburg, Ohio, United States
www.grandriver.org

Nativity Preparatory School
New Bedford, Massachusetts, United
States
http://nativitynb.org/

Sacred Heart School of Halifax
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
www.shsh.ca

Trinity College
East Perth, Western Australia, Australia
www.trinity.wa.edu.au

Ryan Wexelblatt
Pennsylvania, United States
www.adhddude.com

2025 IBSC Annual Conference
Join more than 625 boys' educators, colleagues,
and friends June 22-25, for the 2025 IBSC
Annual Conference in Belmont, Massachusetts,
United States. Belmont Hill School hosts us to
explore the theme Better Together.

Plan your time in Boston with these helpful tips.
Plus, you can start your day early with these
special morning activities.

Register by June 10.

Thank You to Our Sponsors of the 
2025 IBSC Annual Conference
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Dive into IBSC Action Research in Boston
Learn from the 2024-25 IBSC action researchers as
they share cutting-edge research on Boys and
Belonging: Facilitating Inclusivity, Diversity, and
Connectedness during the 2025 IBSC Annual
Conference in Boston. Explore best practices in
educating boys with this brand new data from a two-
year, in-depth study—conducted by boys' educators
for boys' educators. Watch their research videos now
and read the full reports on the website in September,
available exclusively to IBSC members.

https://www.theibsc.org/conferences-events/2025ac/sponsors
https://www.theibsc.org/conferences-events/2025ac/workshops/block-3
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Learn more.

Tom's Travels
Each year IBSC Executive Director Tom Batty travels the globe visiting member schools
on nearly every continent. We learn so much from each other. Please see the list and
map of locations Tom has visited so far this year and check back frequently for updates
from our frequent flier.

Want Tom to speak with your school community? Invite him for an IBSC Virtual Visit to
Your School or explore bringing him to campus in person.

Get more details.

Send Us Your School Story & Photo
Building Foundations Starts with Young Boys

To celebrate boys' schools around the globe, we want to
showcase IBSC member school programs and practices that form
values and “get it right early” in the formative years. Please share
your stories of such programs and practices with young boys, how
they progress through the school years, and how older boys in
your school benefit from and support the work in the early years.
Send us your favorite story (~150 words) and a photo to feature
on our website by July 31. Get complete details on photo size
and file specs. Thank you for sharing your school's story!

Learn more.
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Making Headlines
Results from the 2024
Community and
Belonging
Survey of Students
John Gulla, Steve Piltch,
and Kevin Graham
Lookout Management
Get valuable insights from
this survey of 21, 648
students in grades 9-12 in
the United States and
Canada. PDF and video
summaries include a
comparison of
engagement factors in
coed v. single-sex schools
that gives strong evidence
to the positive features
that exist in boys' schools.

Unpacking masculinity
and how we are raising
boys after Adolescence
goes global—The Little
Things
Francesca Rudkin and
Louise Ayrey
The New Zealand Herald 
“This really is where we
really need to be to get
our boys back, by
engaging with them and
having these kinds of
connections that a lot of
us really don’t have with
them... I really hope that
at the very least what will
happen as a result of
Adolescence and all the
conversations that are
happening, that we’ll meet
boys more where they are
and not where we are.”

Baltimore school tackles
academic gender gap
with targeted strategies
for boys 
Chris Papst 
Fox 45 News 
“We must teach our boys to
be more adaptable in their
interactions with others to
build empathy. Has there
ever been a more critical
time in history for boys and
young men to be kind and
empathetic and, yet, stand
firm in their beliefs?”
This TV news story features
The Boys' Latin School of
Maryland (United States). 

Read more stories impacting boys' education on our Education Headlines page.

Boys, Breath & Balance
In the latest episode of the IBSC Exploring Boys'
Education Podcast, Tracy Mackenzie from St.
Andrew's College (South Africa) describes her
school's wellness program, built on fostering boys'
safety, long-term well-being habits, and crucial self-
awareness. Discover how St. Andrew's champions a
collaborative, holistic approach, moving beyond silos
to integrate a diverse support network.

Listen now.

Upcoming Events

Mastering Middle Leadership in Boys'
Schools
Online Class
July 7 - 27, 2025
Get more details.

Single-Gender Education: A Course
for Teachers New to Boys' Schools
Online Class
July 7 - 27, 2025
Get more details.

2025 IBSC Annual Conference
Belmont Hill School
Belmont, Massachusetts, United States
June 22 - 25, 2025
Get more details.

2026 IBSC Annual Conference
St. Stithians College
Johannesburg, Gauteng, South Africa
June 29 - July 2, 2026
Get more details.
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IBSC Virtual Visit to Your School
Online Program
Mutually agreed-upon date and time
Get more details.

Online Classes
Join colleagues from around the globe in
one of these online classes designed
specifically for boys' educators at all
career stages. Engage on your own,
flexible timetable. You can choose when
you complete the four hours of weekly
coursework to fit best in your schedule. 

July 7 – 27, 2025
Mastering Middle Leadership in Boys'
Schools

Single-Gender Education: A Course
for Teachers New to Boys' Schools

IBSC Member School Story: A Boarder's
Journey to Healing
"My school, Aitchison College, offered a secure environment that encouraged boarders
to seek support. In this environment, I found the courage to confront my struggles by
contacting the school psychologist. I feared judgement but instead received empathy,
patience, and complete confidentiality. Through one-on-one sessions and structured
exercises, I gradually regained my confidence. Aitchison’s commitment to student well-
being gave me the strength to heal. For the first time, I felt truly understood and I am
deeply grateful." Shah Sarbaz Ali Rehmat, a boarder in Godley house at Aitchison College
(Pakistan), shared this story of resilience. Learn more.
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Glimpse the many wonderful ways IBSC schools champion boys' education around the
globe at our Member School Stories web page. We'd like to highlight your school, too.
Please send a link to janicki@theibsc.org showcasing an innovative idea, program, or
event that makes your school special. Links to videos, web pages, presentations, or other
media welcome. Thank you.

https://www.aitchison.edu.pk/
https://www.theibsc.org/news/stories
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International Boys' Schools Coalition
1917 South Taylor Road, Unit 242

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

https://www.theibsc.org/conferences-events


United States
www.theibsc.org

IBSC@theibsc.org
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