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IBSC ACTION RESEARCH PROGRAM 2015-2016 
BOYS AS GLOBAL CITIZENS 

As the forces of information and communication continue to shrink the world economically, socially and 
culturally, the imperative to develop in young people the knowledge and skills to become active and 
articulate global citizens has become a top priority for educators.  

IBSC schools are already providing exciting opportunities for boys to develop the attributes of global 
citizens: empathy, respect for diversity, commitment to social justice and equality, and a concern for 
environmental sustainability. Boys are also learning that they have the power as individuals to make a 
difference, and many member schools provide avenues through which boys are able to make positive 
contributions to society.   

Projects undertaken in the 2015-2016 round of the IBSC Action Research Program will build upon the 
work in global citizenship already being undertaken in member schools. Researchers accepted into the 
program will be encouraged to reflect on ways either to initiate or improve global awareness initiatives 
in their schools, or work to develop solutions to a global problem posed. On the basis of their 
reflections, professional reading, and online discussions within the IBSC research community, 
researchers will design a small-scale action research project. They will generate, gather, and analyse 
data on their introduced action in order to evaluate the effectiveness of the action in regard to the 
development of boys’ as global citizens.  

The nature of projects undertaken should be guided by the United Nations’ proposed Sustainable 
Development Goals that are currently being developed to replace the Millennium Development Goals, 
due for expiry in 2015. UN General Secretary Ban Ki-Moon (in Ford, 2013) has indicated that the new 
framework  “needs to be rights-based, with particular emphasis on women, young people and 
marginalised groups, and it must protect the planet's resources, emphasise sustainable consumption 
and production and support action to address climate change.”  

Guided by the dictum “think globally, act locally,” research undertaken within the topic, “Boys as global 
citizens” should, in the first instance, focus on the participation by a small group of boys in projects at 
the local level. Researchers will be encouraged, however, to undertake projects that have the potential 
to evolve into sustainable and far-reaching programs across the school community.  
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WHO SHOULD APPLY? 

The IBSC is seeking applications from individual or small teams (maximum of 3 people) of educators 
across primary, middle and senior school levels who are interested in conducting action research 
projects in their schools on the topic ‘Boys as global citizens.’ Teams will be treated as a single entity and 
will design and report on a single project. Teams will also be required to adhere to the advice to develop 
projects that focus on a small number of participants - approximately 10-25 boys.  

The research project may be conducted as a curricular or co-curricular activity and must focus on the 
implementation and evaluation of either a new strategy or a planned change to an existent strategy. 

While no formal knowledge or experience in action research is required prior to acceptance into the 
program, applicants should be aware that the action research approach taken will be qualitative. Data 
on boys’ responses to the implemented action will be gathered mainly via individual and/or focus group 
interviews, questionnaires, observation and written reflections, and will be reported primarily through 
rich description. 

Applicants should be passionate about the topic, thoughtful, well organised, and prepared to 
collaborate online via technologies such as Google Hangout, Google Sites, Edublogs, Skype and Twitter. 
In addition to time spent undertaking action research in their schools, program participants will be 
expected to spend, on average, 2 hours per week participating in activities such as professional reading, 
participating in online discussions with fellow researchers, and preparing their research report.   

REQUIREMENTS 

Financial Terms: The school must fund all travel, accommodation and conference registration costs 
associated with the teacher’s participation in the Action Research project. The IBSC will underwrite all 
other expenses, including compensation of the Action Research Coordinator, team leaders and specialist 
consultants working with action research teams, and costs associated with the production and posting 
of materials and reports. 

Financial Support: To ensure that the Action Research program is open to member schools with limited 
professional development funds and to state/public schools, the sponsoring Head of School may request 
financial support from the IBSC. A request for this financial support must be made on the Statement of 
Support submitted by the Head of School. 

EXPECTATIONS 

It is a requirement that all successful applicants attend both the 2015 IBSC Annual Conference in Cape 
Town, South Africa and the 2016 IBSC Annual Conference in Vancouver, Canada.   

In Cape Town, action researchers must be available for orientation and training beginning at 9.00am on 
Sunday 5th July and continuing through until the conference opening on Tuesday 7th July. They must 
also be available in 2016 on the day prior to, and on the morning of, the conference opening.  

From February 2015 onwards, it is expected that researchers will be actively involved in the following: 
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● February – June 2015: Researchers will participate in regular guided online discussions. These 
discussions will focus on selected readings on both the action research process and the research 
topic. Researchers will be required to complete a number of short online activities based on 
these readings, which will guide the development of their final research proposal. 

● 5-7 July 2015: Researchers will attend a two-day training workshop in Cape Town, South Africa. 
The training workshop begins at 9:00 am on Sunday, July 5, and concludes at 2:00 pm on 
Tuesday, July 7.  

● 7-10 July 2015: Following their action research orientation and training, researchers will attend 
the IBSC Conference in Cape Town, South Africa. 

● July/August, 2015– May, 2016: Supported online through the stages of the project by a team 
advisor and fellow researchers, researchers will undertake an action research project in their 
school. They will actively participate in regular online discussions during the project period, and 
will meet the deadlines that will be laid out for completing the stages of research and 
presentation of findings. 

● May, 2016: Researchers will submit their action research findings as a written report or 
alternate final product approved by the Program Coordinator. A written report will be in the 
vicinity of 3000 words. The IBSC reserves the right to edit the final report in preparation for 
publishing on its website. Participants seeking to publish or present their projects elsewhere will 
be encouraged to do so, but will be required to give appropriate acknowledgement to the IBSC 
as the sponsoring organisation. 

● May – June, 2016: Researchers will produce a short multimedia presentation or poster of their 
action research project for display and presentation at the IBSC Annual Conference. The 
presentation or poster will be published with the report on the IBSC website as a resource for 
educators. 

● The 2016 IBSC Annual Conference: Researchers will meet with their research team the day 
before the 2016 IBSC Annual Conference opens in Vancouver, Canada. The precise date for the 
conference is yet to be determined. 

● The 2016 IBSC Annual Conference: Researchers will attend the Annual Conference in order to 
present their research findings. They will participate in poster sessions and galleries, and report 
on their projects in a workshop session. Again, the precise date for the conference is yet to be 
determined. 

 

The on-line Application should be submitted by 1 December.  Applicants should ensure that their Head 
of School or his/her designate has submitted the Statement of Support by 1 December. Applicants and 
their schools will be informed of the success of the application in late January 2015. 

Questions regarding the application process should be directed to Joe Cox, Executive Director, at 
jcox@theibsc.org, or Kathy Blaisdell, Assistant Executive Director, at office@theibsc.org. 

Questions about the research topic or the action research process should be directed to Di Laycock, 
Action Research Coordinator, at dianne_laycock@barker.nsw.edu.au.  

http://www.theibsc.org/page.cfm?p=941
http://www.theibsc.org/page.cfm?p=941
http://www.theibsc.org/page.cfm?p=943
http://www.theibsc.org/page.cfm?p=943
mailto:jcox@theibsc.org
mailto:office@theibsc.org
mailto:dianne_laycock@barker.nsw.edu.au

